
)
Waiver: Iy"r.\6o-Date
Region: \ Reviewing Advisor:

Review Mtg. Date:

Web Application lD #: _

uisition Pro ect A lication Technical Review - Round

Appticant: Sl,t Cr,,5nrrr^l'o,- €^,)
Project Name: 9tr.^u.rt,",)t"

Type of Acquisition, {P, rchase [Easement

Project location/municipality(s)

Total Land Cost: $

Donated vatue:ftres f, no - $ \,( i Cr O ,CO C,t

Actual Purchase Price (if available): $_
Total Related Costs: $__\OO r Oo O

Grant Amount Requested: S l,Cxe O , *-lO
Aatch Sources/Amounts: M' 5^,1 - tr-, .,

rilatch Secure: I y"r Kno
lneligible Costs:

f ll. lr.".l," tj:r^Acreage: W( $, c, zrT,oo<l

Appraised Value: S-15.,5O O, OO O

Appraised Cost Per Acre: $

(r

Grant Amount Proposed: $_

county: {Ir}

Does the appraised value match the budgep Xyes I no - comments:_
Appraisal Prepared for Grantee: F.Ves I no lf ,,no', state who:

Certified Generat R.E. Appraisat:ft yes n no - Date: L\'\tnrb
DCNR is listed as an intended user: I - date letter received listing DCNR:

Buildings/Current lmprovements: P yes F no - Comments:

Prime Farmland:Xt". I no - Comments: _
!

No Y>,,\tr,

v"rS-lno

^, tn

who ends up w/ title to property/easement? f Applicant Xotner -

Jvlunicipal Notification (for Non profits): D yes I no

,operty adjacent to: Ttate 
park D state Forest I Game Land f] ct-t f Trail

fl Previously funded preserve or other large tandscape v.l(,[ C\f C'qV{E
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Web lD

Project Tltle

Grant Opportunity

Project Type(s)

Mafor Waterrhed(s)

Attended grant workshop?
Contacted reglonal advisor?
Advisor

Applicant lnfo Det4lfs

Project Applicant
Federal lD

Vendor lD

Address Llne 1

Address Line 2

city
State

Zip Gode

Organizational DUNS

Gounty

Munlcipality

Appllcant Type Details

Applicant Type

501(c)(3) Organization Name

501 (cl(3) Organization Approvat
Date

Charltable Organizafion NamE

Charitable Reglstration Num ber
Charitable Expirafion Date

',
..., , ;

t:

The Conservation Fund

52-1388917 
i

166357-001

105 N FRONT ST STE 4OO

HARRISBURG

PA

17101-1436

18970701 1

Chester

Har{s.purg City 
.

No

Yes

Private Non-Profit 
:

The Conservation Fuhd

07t01t198s

The Conservation Fund

13574 ;

:

11t15t20't6
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Linked Project Coordinator

Organization

Title

Prefix

First Name

Mlddle lnitial
Last Name

Suffix

Address Line I
Address Line 2

City

State

Zip Code

Phone

Gell

Fax

Email

Linked Chief Elected Offical

Organization

Title

Prefix

First Name

Middle lnitlal

Last Name

Suffix

Address Line 1

Address Line 2

City

State

Zip Code

Phone

Cell

Fax

Email

Blaine Phillips

The Conservation Fund

Senior Mce Pp{ggn!,.Reql. E_sJa!e, Mid-Ailantic Director

Mt',

Blaine

T

Phillips

Jr.

Patrick F. Noonan

The Conse,rvation Fund

Chairman of the Board

M1

Patrick

Noonan
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Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant opportunity: Land Acquisition - open Space; critical Habitat; Recreation

project rnformation Date submittedz 411312016 2:29:18 PM

Project Start Date O1tO1tZO17

Project End Date 12t31t2020

Fee Acquisition? yes

Conservation Easement? No

Negotiations

Acquired or Severed Rights
The Conservation Fund proposes a Fee Simple Acquisition of the Strawbridge property. Full ownership of the
property, including the underlying title, will be transferred to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. There will be no
development rights retained on this property.

Elk Township holds a trail easement on the Springlawn Trail, and will submit a letter of endorsement. The trail
easement can be managed in cooperation with the Commonwealth's use of the Property as public parkland.
Existing yes
lm provements/Stru ctu res?

Existing lmprovements/Structures Description
There are no permanent residential structures on the Property. Some scattered, historic remnants of stone
foundations remain.
Existing improvements on the land include: fences, farm lanes, small bridges across streams, and a2,25 mile public
Springlawn Trail (an old gravel road), eased to and managed by Elk rownship.
There will be no residential building or development rights retained through this acquisition.
Known Environmental Hazards? No

Environmental Hazard Description
Waiver for Retroactivity? No

Brief Project Description
The Conservation Fund (TCF) proposes a Fee Simple Acquisition of the approximately 982.6-acre the Strawbridge
property located in Elk Township, Franklin Township, and New London Township, Chester County. The property is
adjacent along its southern boundary, to the Commonwealth's publicly-accessible 73g-acre While Clay Creek
Preserve, Big Elk Creek Section, which extends 2.1 miles along the Pennsylvania/Maryland state border and is in
turn adjacent to the 5,300-acre Fair Hill Natural Resource Manigement Area in Maryland. The Strawbridge property
is also adjacent lo lhe 222-acre Natural Lands Trust Peacedale Fres"ru to the northeast, as well as severalprivately-owned farms land eased to Chester County: 34.7 acres to the northeast, adjacent to the peacedale
Preserve in Franklin Township' 87.61 acres to the southwest in Elk Township, and 116.1g acres to the northwest, inNew London Township.

lf successful, this project would preserve and provide for public recreation on almost additional 1,000 acres of openspace, continue to provide p_ublic access along the Springlawn Road Trail, and protect the stunning public viewsfrom the Big Elk creek and chesterville, striciersville, and walker Roads.

TCF anticipates that additional funds will be provided from Chester County and private donations to complete thisacquisition project.

TCF will execute property acquisition and transfer documents and take actions as appropriate to purchase theProperty from Mr' Strawbridge and transfer it to the commonwealth. TcF expects to enter into an agreement withthe landowner in 2016, and to complete the fee simple acquisition within three years of DCNR,s approval of thisgrant application' TCF shall be authorized to sell, transfer, or assign its interest in the property to the pennsylvania
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Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space: Critical Habitat; Recreation

Project Location Details

u ,.iR Grants Customer Service Center
1-800-326-7734

Date Submitted: 4/1 3/2016 2:29:1 I PM

Strawbridge 2

Location Details Link: Strawbridge 2

Latitude 39.73581423

Longitude -75.85808884

Acreage 982.60

Length in Miles 6.00

Parcel Number 70-5-6 and others - see map

ls the property Yes
leased?

Property Owner George Strawbridge, Jr., and George Strawbridge, Jr
lndividually, et al

Counties

Chester
Munlclpallties

C,hester - Elk Twp, Chester - Franklin Twp, Chester - New London Twp
PA House Dlstricts

PA House - 13 - John A. Lawrence
PA Senate Districts

PA Senate - 19 - Andrew E. Dinniman
U,S, Congresslonal Dlstricts

U.S. Congressional - 16 - Joseph R. pitts

Location Attachments

Locationl-OtherProoertyAgreements public Trail Easement,pdf
Locationl -otherPropertyAgreements Right of First offer Agreement.pdf
Location 1 -ProoertyLease_L EASE. docx

Address
Line 1

Address
Line 2

City

State

Zip Code

Description

Springlawn
Road

Lincoln
University

PA

1 9352

Strawbridge 2

a

a

a
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Applicant Name; The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant opportunity: Land Acquisition - open space; criticar Habitat; Recreation

Project Criteria Questions

1. Briefly describe your needs, iEsues, and urgencies
(relate directly to your proposed scope of work).

and how they will be addressed through your project

The Conservation Fund proposes to permanently protect the Strawbridge property (also herein called the ,,property,,)
through a fee simple acquisition, with the expectation that it would be added to the Commonwealth,s 2,073-acre
White Clay Creek Preserve, which is in turn adjacent to the 5,300-acre Fair Hill Natural Resource Management Area
in Maryland. The Property is 3.5 miles from the Delaware White Clay Creek State park along the
Pennsylvania/Delaware border and 2.5 miles from the city of Newark.

The addition of the strawbridge property to the Pennsylvania Preserve would create a unique, contiguous area of
public open space spanning two states, offering exceptional regional recreational opportunities for citizens of three
states: Pennsylvania, Maryland, and nearby Delaware.

The preservation of the 982.6-acre Strawbridge property spanning three municipalities (Elk, Franklin, and New
London Townships) in southern Chester County would:

-meet public needs for close-to-home outdoor recreation and enjoyment and appreciation of nature and
greenspaces,

-provide an expanded area of state parkland spanning two states, two counties in two states, and three
Pennsylvania townships.

chester county expresses the need for protection of open space and the availability of recreation through multiple
plans, including its Comprehensive Plan, Landscapes2, Linking Landscapes, and Watersheds. The acquisition of
the Property is also consistent with the goals and objectives of Elk, Franklin, and New London Townships through
their Comprehensive Plans (especially Franklin Township).

-create and leverage partnerships to expand outdoor recreation opportunities, and coordinate strategic investment in
local priorities.

-provide an extended greenway connection along the Big Elk and the existing Springlawn Trail, and offer the
opportunity to expand the existing public hail network on the White Clay Preserve . The need for land conservation
and recreation opportunities in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is documented in Pennsylvanra,s Slatewde
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation PIan 2014-2019. The plan's Executive Summary that "walking is still the most
popular activity, which mirrors national outdoor recreation preferences" and "[c]itizens still place high importance on

Page 6 - Printed at111112017 10:06:35 AM by Blaine Phi[ips (STMWBRTDGE&TCF16)
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Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Tlfle: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

protecting open space and wildlife habitat" (p, 4).

F\-
ilMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA . ,JR

Application Submission for Grant Funds
Grants Customer Servlce Center

1-800-32S7734

Date Submlttedt 411312016 2:29:18 PM

-preserve extensive and diverse critical natural resources, including more than 7 miles of the Big Elk Creek and its
tributaries, important forested riparian buffers along them, over 353 acres of mature and young woodlands, over 145
acres of floodplain, 668 acres of prime farmland soils and soits of statewide importance, and moderate and steep
slopes.

-help implement the Big Elks Watershed Conservation Ptdn, which is included on DCNR's pennsylvania Rivers
Registry.

-help enhance the water quality of the Chesapeake Bay, into which the Elk Creek drains, and which is a national
priority for water quali$ protection and improvement because of its importance as a natural, cultural and major
economic resource.

-help preserve the culturalgeogr:aphy of the region. The propefi plays an important role in this regard, as it remains
undeveloped and contains several historic foundations and ruins, remnants of earlier times. The Elk Creek
Watershed was originally settled by the Lenni Lenape people and then by English euakers and Scotch-lrish
Presbyterians. lts rivers and streams serve as municipal boundaries and pow-red mills throughout the 16th and lgth
centuries. Throughout much of the 19th century the vast majorig of the properly was in agricuttural production.
According to the Breous Farm Atlas (1883), the property was brlken up into numerous small farms, before being
brought back under one owner by the duPonts. The propefi is in close proximig to the Mason-Dixon Line, and ihere
is an opportuni$ to create a trail connection to the Mason+Dixon Trail in the commonwealth-owned write clay
Creek Preserve property.

-offer an opportunity to continue traditional rural tand usesi including agriculture. Over 260 acres of land within a 1
mile radius have been preserved with agricultural conservbtion easlments granted to the Coung of Chester or land
trusts. Approximately 500 acres of the Propefi is cunently actively farmed. The property is subject to an
agriculturalconservation plan and best management pracdces, inciuding contour plowing, are being implemented.
This again protects the waters of the Big Elk and the Chesapeake.

-offer a unique opportunity to preserve a large, important area of open space in rapidlydevetoping southeastem
Chester county' As of 2010, the population in Chester County was c98,886 , a 16o/o increase over the 2000 census
data, as Chester County remains one of the fastest growing in the state. The threat of development is a concem for
residents of Chester County. ln 2013, a mail survey was conducted by West Chester Universig.s Center for Social
and Economic Policy Research on behalf of Chestir County. The survey found that what residents most like about
living in Chester Coung are the open spaces, scenery, andruralareas.

The Consfifufrbn of the Commonwealth of Pennsytvania states "Pennsylvania's public natural resources are thecommon property of all the people, including generations yet to come.';1pa const. Art l, sec. 27)
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D(

The Conservation Fund is in active negotiations with Mr. Stiawbridge towards the purchase of the property.
The timing for his willingness to sellthe land for public recr6ational use may be limited, and therefore it is critical
to expeditiously secure a commitment and structure funding to purchase the properly.

2. ldentify all relevant local, county, gqfl,TppQnal ptali thptyo-ur prgjectiadvances throug-h tho

Plan#l '

Title: Franklin Torrrnship Comprehensive Plan

Hlgh Priority: Yes

Date:21151200612:00:00AM 
!

Retsvant Pages: 2-9, 2-7, 2-8, 2-g, 2-10, 2-1 1, 5.2, 9-3

Has Link/Upload: Yes

Description: 
!

The Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan includes the Strawbridge Tract as a worthy candidate to be
permanently preserved. (p.9-3) 

:

The Plan identifies the Strawbridge property as falling within the "Rural Resource Area" and'Natural Resource
Protection Area'Future Land Use Plan (Figure 5-2) i

The project advance numerous Goals and Objectives of the Plan, including the following:

Goal(p.2-3):

2.0 Preserve, protect, and promote the rural character and landscape of Frankin Township

Goal(p.2-7)

6.0 Preserve farmland and conserve prime agricultural soils to preserve the character of the Township

Objectives:

6,7 Capitalize on Proximi$ to Fair Hill by keeping parcels in horse-oriented ac{ivities.

Goal(p.2-8)

7.0 Protect and restore natural resources such as woodlaqds, woodland interiors, wetlands, hydric soils,
watenrvays, wildlife habitats, meadows, steep slopes, and groundwater

Objec{ives:

7.3 Preserve natural resources to enhance water quality, air quality, and quality of life.
I

7.6 Discourage the disruption of interior woodlands, expand riparian buffer zones and encourage reforestation
along watenrvays.

7.8 Promote long-term natural resource conservation to: reduce the impact on wildlife habitats; provide for wildlife

Page 8 - Printed at111112017 10:06:35 AM by Blaine Phillips (STRAWBRIDGE&TCFI6)
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corridors to help maintain biodiversity; and to prepare ordinances to maintain 1B,U3 §ffhmI�1,1/1l�/�Q�t��18 PM
wildlife habitats are protected. 

Goal (p. 2-9) 

8.0 Protect historic and cultural resources for the enjoyment and benefit of all Franklin Township residents, and 
future residents 

Objectives: 

8.6 Protect scenic visas, scenic roads, stream corridors, and scenic landscapes from adverse visual impacts. 

Goal P. 2-10): 

9.0 Maintain and enhance parks and recreational facilities to promote and facilitate healthy lifestyles among 
residents of all ages. 

Objectives: 

9.6 Increase the usability of park areas for diversified activities and programs. 

9.11 Encourage community use of the parks by sponsorship of educational programs or events. 

Goal (p.2-11) 

10 .0 Maintain and expand the system of equestrian, walking, hiking and biking trails that provides access to 
streams and woodlands and that connect parks and recreational access. 

Objectives: 

10.1 Enhance the community by linkage trails-for walking( hiking, horseback riding, biking. 
Plan #2 
Title: The Oxford Region Multimunicipal Comprehensive Plan (2012) 
High Priority: Yes 
Date: 7/25/2012 12:00:00 AM 
Relevant Pages: 5A, 5G, 5-1, 10-1, 11-1, 12-1 , 14-1, 15-1 
Has Link/Upload: Yes 
Description: 
The Oxford Regional Municipal Comprehensive Plan includes the municipalities of East Nottingham Township, Elk 
Township, Lower Oxford Township, Oxford Borough, Upper Oxford Township, and West Nottingham Township. 

This project will advance the following Goals of the Plan: 

The Comprehensive Plan identifies the Strawbridge property as falling within the "Agricultural Lands" category of 
the Existing and Future Land Use Plan (Figures 5-A and 5- G). The Land Use Plan encourages the Townships to: 

Preserve and Promote Agriculture 

• Agriculture is the primary land use in the Region and the common thread that links the Region's past with its
desired future. The preservation of agricultural resources, the agricultural industry, and the associated way- of- life
is a priority for the Region. n 
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Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project TiUe: Strawbridge 2
Grant opportunity: Land Acquisition - open space; critical Habitat; Recrealion

Chapter 5: Land Use Goal Date SubmittEdz4l'13120162:29:18 PM

Provide for orderly growth and development by identiffing regional and local centers for growth; ensuring
compatibility between present and future land uses; ana e6ablishing a balance betweenlrowrh, tansportation,
and the protection of resources that define the Region,s rural charaJbr. (p. s-1)

Chapter 10: Open Space Goal

Permanently protect, provide appropriate access, and maintain or restore open space lands through conservation
easement and regulation to provide economic, ecological, public health, and quaiity-of-life benefits. (p. tO-r)

Chapter 11: Agricultural Resources Goal

Promote environmentally and economically sustainable agriculture and the Region's agrarian character through the
protection of the farming industry, conservation of agricultqral soils, and the recognition of agriculture as a viable
land use. (p. 11-1) :

Chapter 12: NaturalResources Goal :

Protect, restore, and maintain natural resource features arid landscapes to sustrain the Region's economy, maintain
watersheds, ecosystems, and public health, and to continqe its ruralcharacter and quality-of-life. (p. i2-1)

Chapter 14: Scenic Resources Goal

ldentiff, protect, and maintain the integrity of scenic resources that provide the rural character and cultural feel of
the Region. (p. 14-1)

Chapter 15: Promote the establishment of, and the programming for, a safe, functioning, walkable, and well-
maintained network of public parks, recreation conidors, ahd recreation and pedestrian facilities that maintain and
improve the physical health, economy, and ruralqualig-ofiife for residents of ihe Region. (p. 15-l)

Plan # 3

Title: Elk Creeks Watershed Conservation Plan

High Priority: Yes

Date: 3l'l 5D003 1 2:00:00 AM

Relavant Pages: 4042,43,47, Maps: pp.51,52,53, 54, SS, 56, 5Z

Has Link/Upload: Yes

Description:

The Elk Creek is listed on the DCNR Rivers Registry because it meets or exceeds minimum standards in the
Rivers Conservation Planning Program. The Elk Creeks Watershed Conservation Plan discusses in depth
numerous natural resource conservation and other objectives that would be advanced by this pro.iect, including:

I

Strategy 1: Protect and Preserve Natural and Cultural Resburces and Farmland (pp. a0a2)

B. Establish NafuralAreas Networks as priority networks for natural areas and corridors for protection to support
the Elk Creek Watershed's diversity of native plants and wildlife (p.42)

lnitiative should involve direct conservation techniqu"r ruih as acquisition of land or conservation easements

.
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strategy 2: conduct Education and outreach (p. 43) Date submitted:411312o16 2:29:18 PM

Strategy 4: Continue Research and analysis need to enhance water conservation (p. 47)

Strategy 5: Continue and lnitiate Grassroots Stewardship lnitiatives (p. 47)

The natural resources of the Prope$ are shown as priorities for conservation on numerous maps of the Plan,
including:

Targeted parcels (p. 51)

Water Quality Designations (p. 52)

Soils (p. 53)

NationalWetlands lnventory & Hydric Soils (p. 54)

BiodMersig (p.55)

1990 Land Use & Proposed Core reserves (p. 56)

Riparian Buffers (p. 57)

Plan # 4

Tltle: The Franklin Township Zoning Ordinance :

High Prlorlty: No

Datez 113112014 12:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 274A1
Has LinUtlpload: Yes

Descriptlon:

The Franklin Township Zoning Ordinance identifies the Strawbridge property as Elling within the AR "Agricultural
Residential" District, the lorvest densi$ zoning district in the torvnship. This District was created to "encourage the
use of prime agricultural soils for cultivation and to conserve critical environmental areas...' (Section 27401[
Plan#s I

Title: Comprehensive Plan of New London Township

Hlgh Prlority: No

Dale:6130D01412:00:00AM ;

Relevant Pages: 2-1, 2-3, Z-T

Has LlnUUpload: Yes

Description:

This project advances New London's goals to maintain the rural character of the township, and advances the
folloring Goals of the Comprehensive Ptan:

Environmentral Resource Protection- Goal 1
:

Conserve and protect the sensitive natural resources within New London Township by regulating, to the extent
necessary, activities that could result in damage to or destruction of those resources. The soil, water, air, scenic,
biotic and open space resources found throughout the cohmunity are finite, not replaceable and subject to loss or
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degradation if adequate stewardship is not exercised. (p. 2-1)

Open Space - Goal 2

Date Submittedz 4113t2016 2:29:18 pM

Regulate the location, magnitude and intensity of all types bf development in order to minimize the loss of openspace' Encourage the preservation of open space by limating the encroachment of future development in or nearenvironmentally sensitive areas. (p. 2-3)

Land Use - Goal 3

Strengthen the rural and agricultural characterisUcs which define the New London Township community byplanning for, accommodating and managing the use of land in the future in a manner which is consistent w1h past
and present land uses. (p. 2-3)

Recreation Lands and Facilities - Goal 8

Provide diverse recreational opportunities for all residents, including the disabled, within the constraints of available
fiscal resources. (p. 2-7)

Historic and Cultural Resources - Goal g

Acknowledge and emphasize the value and importance of the cultural heritage of the community and protect
historic resources from encroachment of incompatible land uses. (p. 2-7)
Plan # 6

Title: Landscapes2: Bringing Growth and Preservation Together for chester county
High Priority: No

Date: 1 1ngn009 12:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 26, 32, 44, 54,66, 80, 82, 86, BB

Has LlnUUpload: Yes

Descrlption:

The Strawbridge property falls within lhe "Runl Area" (a subcategory of the Runl Resource Arca) inthe Livable
Landscapes Map of Landscapes 2, the Comprehensive Policy Plan Element of Chester Coung. The Map.provides
a guide for accommodating expected future growlh while maintaining the qualig of life in the ioung,'(p.'Ze'1.
"Rural Resource Areas" contain important agricultural, environmental, and scenic resources that contributeto the

traditional rural character of Chester County" (p. 32).

The project advances the following Landscapes2 policies:

LU 1'5 Encourage protection of the rural and agricultural landscapes as designated rural resource areas (p. 44).

LU 6.1 Encourage land use decisions and development design that protect the natural resources (p. 54).

LU 6.4 Protect and enhance ground water recharge, in-stream resources, first order perennial streams, sensitive
resources (including high quali$ and exceptional value watersheds), and riparian bufiers to preserve water quality
and quantity (p. 54).

NR 1.2 Protect, enhance and restore wooded or vegetated steep slopes to protec't soil stabilig and reduce flooding
(p.62).

NR 1'3 Protect hydric and environmentally sensitive soils from disturbance and development (p. 62).
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NR 3.2 Protect the recharse, quantity, and quatity of sround warer in oroer to B0tta?#ElP8gf,*,1{,llBfltg,eesU9"?Jil
supplies (p. 66).

NR 3-3 Protect, enhance and restore stream channels, base flows, and water quality to sustain aquatic habitats
and ensure a reliable water supply (p. 66).

NR 3.4 Protect, enhance and restore headwaters, first order streams, and their buffers, to maintain adequare water
quality and quantity throughout the watershed (p. 66).

NR 3.6 Protect and enhance state-designated sensitive aquatic habitats (p. 66).

OSG 1'2 Promote play, organized sports, and active recreation in municipal and neighborhood parks, and promote
passive recreation and resource preservation in coung parks, and other large-scale facilities. (p. 8O).

OSG 2.1 Encourage the protection of open space to preserve cultural, historic, water, and other natural resources,
including cultivated farmland soils (p. 82).

OSG 4.3 Encourage open space preservation that links and expands existing areas of protected open space (p.
86).

OSG 5.1 Encourage efforts to protect open space through easement, in-fee acquisition, municipalordinances, and
other innovative techniques (p. 88).

Plan # 7

Title: Watersheds: An lntegrated Water Resources Plan for Chester Coung, Pennsylvania and lts Watersheds
High Prlority: No

Date: 9117 12002 12:00:00 AM
Relevant Pages: 75, 77, TB, 84

Has LinUUpload: Yes

Descriptlon:
watersheds is a functionalelement ol Landscapes 2. This project advances numerous goals and objectives
ol Watersheds, including:

Goal2: Enhance water-based recreational and cultural resources (p.75)

Goal3: Preserve naturalresources (p. 75)

Goal 4: lmprove water quality (p. 75)

Goal 5: Reduce stormwater runoff and flooding (p. 75)

objective 2-1: Provide and maintain access to streams at multiple locations in allwatersheds.

objective 3-1:Protect and enhance groundwater recharge and qualig (p. 7g).

Objective 3-2: Protect and enhance the natural instream resources of streams, including stable sbeam channelprocesses and geomorphology conditions, aquatic living resources, stream baseflows, and water quality (p. 7g).

objective &3: Protect and enhance first order perennial streams to recognize their vulnerability to lot streamflows
and water qualig impairments (p. 7g).

objective 34: Protect and enhance streams supporting'sensitive resourcesn to recognize their vulnerability to lowstream flows and water quality impairments (p. 7g). - 
,

Page 13 - Printed al'11111201710:06:35 AM by Blaine philips (STRA\ffBRIDGE&TCF16)

/IMONWEALTH OF PEN NSYLVAN IA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

-u .rR Grants Gustomer Seruice Center

Rec'd by Rep. John Lawrence 3/25/25 in response 
 to 11/25/24 DCNR Right To Know Request



M pennsytvania
OEPASTM$fl OF CONS€RVATION
AND NAIURAI" R€SOURC€5

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Tltle: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

.sensitive 
resourceso as used in wafersheds incrude: 

Date Submitledz 4113D016 2:29:1E PM

ExceptionalValue watersheds and High Quality streams as designated by pennsylvania.

lnstream sources of community water suppries and reservoirs.

State-designated water'based-habitats-including Slate Verified Naturally Reproducing Trout
Waters, Class A Wild Trout Waters, "cold water fishes'waters, and sites identified in pNDi.

Objective $6: Create and enhance a network of protected forested riparian buffers along ponds, lakes,
wetlands, and baseflow'fed perennial and intermittent streims to protect water bodies fiom e-rosion and pollutants,
to provide infiltration, to stabilize stream channel processe5, and to provide shading, food and habitat foispecies
(p.78).

Objective 3-8: Prioritize riparian buffers, 100-year floodplains, first order streams and their drainage areas, and
wellhead protection areas for land and/or woodland preservation efforts to protect ground water recharge and water
quality of ground water and streams, and to provide for safe conveyance of flood flows and natural migiation of
stream channels (p. 78).

Objective 5€: Protect 100-year floodplains ftom development to allow unimpeded passage of f,ood flows (p.
84).

Plan # 8

Title: Linking Landscapes: A Plan for the Protected Open Space Network in Chester County, pA

High Priority: Yes

Date: 2f26D002 1 2:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 2.3, 5.12, 12.1 1, 14.13, 19.47

Has Link/Upload: Yes

Description:

The Strawbridge Property is identified in Linking Landscapeg the open space element of Landscapeg as falling
within the Big Elk Creek Regional Recreation Corridor (p. 12.11). This corridor is described as extending ftom the
Maryland State border, up Big Elk Creek, and ftom there up the West Branch of Big Elk Creek to the Oxford-
Avondale Regional Trail Corridor. lt links with three other conidors and forms a part of Potential Trail Loop',K'. The
primary purpose of this Corridor is to provide the communities in Southern Chester County with access to the Fair
Hill Natural Resources Management Area located in Cecil County, Maryland, adjacent to Pennsylvania. This
project would advance this specific vision.

The project atso generally advances many of Linkinglandscapes's 292 vision items, including the following:

1.4 Natural Landscapes Objective - Restrict development in areas with significant natural resources, including
stream corridors, woodlands, wetlands, groundwater recharge areas, steep slopes, and ridge tops (p. 2.3).

2'1 Natural Resources Objective -Achieve and sustiain a highquality natural resource system to protect public
health and safety, and support and protect a diversity of ecosystems (p. 2.3).

2'2 Scenic Resources Objective - Conserve and enhance scenic resources that reflect the County's natural and
cultural heritage (p. 2.3). 

,

5'11 Properties that contain regionally significant water resources, such as floodplains, large weland complexes,
riparian buffers and buffers sunounding water bodies, should be protected as open space (p. 5.12).
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14.12 Existins scenic viewsheds and sisnificant cutrurat resource sires seen #?frtntut89fSg6'f/#ct9l8fftd8 PM

protected as open space to the greatest extent possible (p. 1a.13).

1 9.23 5,000 aoes of open space should be protected annually in Chester County (p. 19.47).

Plan # 9

Tltle: Connections: The Regional Plan for a Sustainable Future
Hlgh Priority: No

Datez 113112014 12:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 40, 41,42
Has LlnMJpload: Yes

Description:

This plan, developed by the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC), is a blueprint for the tuture
growth and development of the Greater Philadelphia region through 2035.

The plan identifies Greenspace Network areas fuhere parks, forests, meadows, stream conidors, and floodplains
are joined together in an interconnected system" (p. 41).

lmportantly, the Strawbridge property is designated in the 2035 Land Use Plan as part of two Greenspace Network
areas: the Serpentine Barrens and the Big Elk Creek Corridors. (pp. 40,4Zr.
Plan # 10 |

Tltle: Return on Environment:The Economic Value of Protected Open Space in Southeastem pennsylvania

High Priority: No

Date: 113112011 12:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 3,26,u
Has LlnMJpload: Yes

Descrlption:
This study, commissioned by the GreenSpace Alliance and the DVRPC, quantilies the many ways in which open
space saves public and private money and supports the economy. The study found that proGcted open space
yields a financial benefit of approximately $10.g billion for southeastern Pennsylvania's homeowners. 'protected
open space in the five'county region contributes an estimated $132.5 million in annualcost savings and economic
benefits through the provision of six ecosystem services: water supply, water qualig, flood mitigalion, wildlife
habitat' air pollution removat, and the sequestration of carbon in yearly growth of beJs on protected open space'
(p.3).

All six-of these ecosystem services and resulting economic benefits will be provided by this project. Annual benefits
identified in the study include the following cost savings: $61.1 million from continuous rechargi of the water supply
and natural filtration to improve water quality; $37 million from natural flood mitigation services; and $17 million
from air pollution removal and carbon sequestration servibes provided by trees ipg. 26).

Protected open space also provides $577 million annuallll to southeastern pA residents who participate in
recreational activities (p' 44\. The project will yield econohic health-related benefits to those who participate in
recreation on the Property, and will yield economic benefits to the local communities from visitors who use area
amenities.

Plan # 1l
Tltle: Chesapeake Watershed Agreement 2014
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High Priority: No

Date: 6/162014 12:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 5,9,1'1,12

Has Link/Upload: Yes '

Description:

Data Submltted: 411312016 2:29:18 pM

This agreement was signed by the Chesapeake Executive,Council (including then-pA Governor Tom Corbett) torestore and protect the chesapeake Bay. Protection of thelStrawbridge property is consistent with numerous ioatsfrom the Agreement, including:

Mtal Habitats Goal: Restore, enhance and protect a network of land and water habitats to support lish and wildlife,
and to afford other public benefits, including water qualig, recreational uses and scenic value across the
watershed. (p.5)

Healthy Watersheds Goal: Sustain state-identified healthy waters and watersheds recognized for their high qualig
and/or high ecological value. (p. 9)

Land Conservation Goal: Conserve landscapes treasured by citizens in order to maintain water qualig and habitat;
sustain working forests, farms and maritime communilies; and conserve lands of cultural, indigenous lnd
communig value. (p. 11)

Public Access Goal: Expand public access to the Bay and its tributaries through existing and new local, state and
federal parks, refuges, reserv€s, trails and partngr.si!9g. (q. tZl

3. The Department ls i strortiilippo,;1en!;b!,sieehisgstAlnable*:parks, tralls; recreation facilities, and
conseryatlonareas. : -:ir,i..,. ,- '::: . l ' ': ".;'1,'
The fee simple acquisition of the Strawbridge property, if successful, will be achieved by The Conservation Fund.
Ultimately, the property will be transferred to the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Naturat Resources
to own and manage for public passive recreation, greenspace enjoyment and protection, natural resource
conservation, and connecting people to nature, in a sustainable manner. The Property is rural and natural, and
incorporates and protects water, specifically, the Big Elk and its tributaries.

The acquisition of fre Property would enable it to become part of, and to be managed in accordance with, the
adjoining \Mite Glay Creek Preserve's management protocot, which involves low-impact public recreation. This will
afford proteclion and sustainability of the property's natural resources including woodlands, riparian bufftrs, steep
slopes, water resources, tenestrial and aquatic habitats for planb and animals, etc. New traiis could be designed to
be low-impact to protect these important natural resources lnd to avoid conflicts with the most sensitive species
habitats and topography.

The management of the Property in this sustainable manner would enable people in the area, many of whom live in
newer, sprawling developments with perfect lawns, to be more closely connected to nature. Environmental
stewardship messaging could be made part of the management plan.

Currently, a portion of the Property is farmed for crops, and best management practices, including contour farming,
are being implemented. This also helps to ensure the sustainabilig of the property's natural resources, including
soils, and helps to protect the waters of the Big Elk and the cheasapeake Bay.
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4. The Department is a strong proponent of public access for property acquired with grant funding and/or
maintained with equlpment acquired with grant funding. Brlefly describe the anticipatlu level of puutic
access for each property/easement to be acquired and/or maintained and what benefits will be realized by
the proposed level ofaccess. i

The project will create an expanded area of public parkland spanning 2 states, 2 counties, and 3 townships in a
criticalwatershed that drains to to the Chesapeake Bay. This projeciwould help continue to create a major regional
public recreation area.

The former Old Springlawn Road, which runs through the property, has been converted to a public trail held and
managed by Elk Township. Extensive views of the Property are afforded from this 2 114 mile trail, along Big Elk
Creek, which allows for walking, viewing, hiking, bicycling, bird watching, and horseback riding.

This Property, if the project is successful, is anticipated to become part of lhe White Clay Creek preserve's Big Elk
Creek Section. Passive public recreation, including hiking, running, bird-watching, etc. presumably will be part of
the state's ultimate management plan for this Property. Current recreational activities in the White Clay preserve Big
Elk Creek Section also include state park hunting. lt is anticipated that the activities permitted in the existing Big Eli
section would be permitted in the enlarged preserve afforded by this project.

Benefits will result to a wide public of all ages and backgrounds, from access to these activities in a beautiful,
expansive rural and natural setting, in a rapidly developing area. This access to recreation will provide significant
health benefits-both physical and mental; nature education opportunities; and can provide economic benefits to the
region.

5' Explain how your project witl implement the recommendations in Naturat Gonnections, the new 2014-
2019 PA outdoor Recreation Plan (paoutdoorrecplari.com). To rEeelve points, you must givo a detailed
explanation as to how your project will implement thb plan for each recommendation relevant to yourproject.

Health & Wellness priority Areas
1' Reconnect people to the outdoors through recreation opportunities and experisnces,
The project will create a uniquely large, expanded area for recreational opportunities and outdoor enjoyment inrapidly-growing southeastern Chester county and nearby Delaware and Maryland. lt will allow connections toother adjacent preserved lands and opportunities for nature programs for children and adults such as those alreadyoperated in Fair Hill Natural Resource Area and the Delaware rnlnite ct"y creek State park. Because the property
will become part of the white Clay creek Preserve, which is adjacent to Fair Hill, this acquisition affords theopportunity to present programs to celebrate Get outdoors PA annually, and to support programs and activitiessponsored by the State of Maryland' As the Strawbridge property is located in lhree municipalities, preservation willafford the townships the ability to actively encourage their residents to participate in outdoor activities and furlhergoals and objectives in the local comprehensive plans. The property is also located with the boundaries of both theoxford Area School Districl and the Avon Grove School Disiric! 

"ni 
pr".ur"tion will enable the districts toincorporate local outdoor activities into their curricula.

2' continue to strengthen connections between outdoor recreation and health in communities for people ofallages and abilities.
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The Strawbridge property would offer volunteer opportunities for peopte of all age groups and abilities including:
leading nature walks to identiff plants and wildlife, providing education in bicycle and equestrian safeg,
forming walking and hiking groups, and promoting generation-spanning family activities.

3. Examine the built environment and encourage locdlcommunltes to promote healthful transportation
alternatlves.

4. Enhance and promote healthful outdoor recreation through strategic partnerships with the health care
communlty.
The project otfers opportunity to afford partnerships with he healthcare community, as it is within 9 miles of the
Jennersville Hospital and Jennersville YMCA.

.:., . ,-.. t-o.d! P, arfsl&,Recq,{atiO.-1, ?dortty Aiere::i,:i .-,i,i ,, ;.;:,; :r

l. Connect citizens to close-to{rome recreational opportunltles and green space.

This project, because of is its size and scope, will provide ilosetohome recreational opportunities and an
expanded area of protected green space for citizens of three townships (Elk, Franklin, and New London) and
three states (Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland). The natural resources and recreation opportunities will
appeal to residents of all age groups and abilities. The preservation of the Strawbridge property will advance the
goals and priorities set forth in localcomprehensive plans such as the Oxford Region Multimunicipal
Comprehensive Plan, the Comprehensive Plan of New London Toarnship, and the Franklin Tornship
Comprehensive Plan (which specifically mentions the Strawbridge Tract as a worthy candidate to be preserved (p.
9-3). The The localjob opportunities attract a diverse population, which will enable the Commonwealth to conduct
surveys to explore the recreation needs of a varieg of cultural groups.

2. Position local park facilities and recreation programs as esential serviees.

3. Create and leverage partnershlps that expand outdoor recreation opportunities.
This project can create and leverage partnerships with local communities and adjacent states (MD and DE) to
expand recreational opportunities

4. Goordinate strateglc investment in local priorlties and respond to emerging trends.

5. Provlde expanded parks and recreation technlcal assistance to communltles.
This project would expand the existing Write Clay Creek Preserve Big Elk Section by almost 1,000 acres. lt could
provide recreational technical assistance to the local communities it spans.
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B)/ protectins and altowing public access to the strawbridse property, peopte &lttd84[S8*bfli1il3?,1fr tttijrB?#
appreciate the wide diversity of natural resources and opportunities that this property-affords. A property such as
this encourages all to enjoy the views, socialize, and exeriise. ln March of 2016, it was announced that Chester
County has once again been ranked overallas the healthiest coung in Pennsylvania according to a study released
by the University of Wisconsin and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. ttre study placed Chester Coung at the
top of the Health Outcomes Category, relating to length and quality of life, and numUli Mo in Health Factors which
include health behaviors, clinical care, social and economic factors and physical environment.

As Pennsylvanra's Stafewde Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Ptan 201t1-2019 states, "Spending time in parks,
natural areas and open space is associated with favorablsiphysiologicaland mential health oulcomes',.

Several senior living communities are nearby and could take advantage of this property by providing hips to enable
their residents to enioy nature and the health benefits that just getting outdoors and enjoying nature and views
provide.

Schools in the area, including the Oxford, Avon Grove, Cecil Coung, MD, and Newark, DE could conduct field trips
to provide nature education for all ages of school children.,
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1. Organlze and market outdoor recreation and heritage tourism assets and amenlties mors effecfively.
Spanning multiple jurisdictions as it does,the project helps create a great opportunity for cooperatively marketing
the area's extensive recreational and heritage resouroes.

2. Develop and implement a plan for communlcatlng the economic and community bEnefits of outdoor
recreation, heritage tourism, and land conseruation.

3. lncrease access to buslness devetopment resources and lncenfives for small tourism and outdoor
rgcreation businesses and entrepreneuns.

4. Use new and exlstlng research to document the ecbnomlc benellts of outdoor recreation, heritage
tourism, and land conservatlon.

' ' . ':

l.Gonserve and protect Pennsylvania's natural places.
Pennsylvania's Sfalewde Comprchensive Outdoor Recrcation Plan 20142019 states that'Tor the hundreds of
thousands of acres Pennsylvania has preserved, it is eslimated that nearly 300 acres are lost to development every
day" (page 69). lf the Strawbridge property project is successful, almost 1,000 acres supporting a widediversig oi
natural resources will be protected. The natural resources on this property include more ihan 7 miles of of Big Elk
Creek and lst lhrough 4th order tributaries, floodplain, mature and young woodlands, wooded riparian corridors,
grasslands, moderate (1*25o/ol and steep (25o/o and greater) slopes, Prime Farmland Soils and Soils of Stratewide
lmportance.

|,varie$ of indirect public benefits will be realized by the acquisition of this property including: protection of land
falling within the boundaries of a Core Habitat identified in the Chester County Natural Heritige lnventory (CNHI)
as the Big Elk Creek Area. The description of this Natural Heritage Area of Rigional Significance Rank notes that a
diversi$ of habitats supports eleven plant species of concem and three sensitive species of concern; protection of
the viewshed sunounding Big Elk creek; protection of the public scenic views; protection of prime Farmland Soils
and Soils of Statewide lmportance; protection of young and mature woodlands, protection of the 7 miles of Big Elk
Creek and its tributaries that flow on the property; and protection of the moderate and sleep slopes on the propery.

This project will create the opportuni$ for state agencies, especially DcNR, to forge partnerships with volunteer
watershed organizations, including the Write Clay and the Big Elk ind local municipaiities to update and implement
the Elk Creek Conservation plan.

2' Maintaln existing park, trail and recreatlon areas, and prioritize other infrastructure needs.
This project would expand and help maintain the existing \Mite Clay Preserve Big Elk Section and the Springlawn
Trail along the Big Elk Creek. The Trail will be included within the nlw section of the preserve.

The addition of this Proper$ to the extensive adjacent area already preserved could facilitate prioritization of public
recreation infrastructure needs for the \Mite clay preserve, Big Elk bection.

This project would provide the opportunity to coordinate wirh bcal, state and heritage organizations to develop
management and improvement plans that incorporate str:ategies for managing historic aid cultural resources (of
which the Elk Creek area contains many). See Elk Creeks Watershed con-sefuafion plan, pp. 31-35.
3' cultlvate support to protect wlldlife and flsh habitat through wlldllfe vlewing, fishing, and hunting.
By providing additional opportunities to appreciate nature, provide for nature-related educational programs, and tofi:l3no hunt, close to population centers, itris prolect could help cultivate regional and state support to protect
wildlife and ftsh habitat.

4' Develop and lmplement shale'gas best practices for recreatlon and purcue new recreaflon opportunltles.
Fundtn g &, Finenciat Fta,bitiiy prtority Ar"""
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1. Ensure the continued stability and permanence of existing state and fPft$"l$Bfii[9$iflifr/egFASP;lti8ff
funding sources.

2. Foster use of new revenue sources in support of recreation and conservation.
3' Prioritize the use of federal LwcF funds that come to Pennsylvania over the next five years.

6. The Department is a strong proponent of public invoivement in all funded projects. Describa in detail how
the public has been and/or will be engaged in the planning, design, implementation, tong-term maintenance,
and/or stewardship of your proj€ct (i.e. - public meetings, press releases, volunteer days, etc.).

The fee simple acquisition of the Strawbridge property would be achieved by The Conservation Fund. Ultimately, the
property will be transferred to the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources to own and
manage for public recreation and enjoyment, becoming parl of the Commonwealth-owned White Clay Creek
Preserve Big Elk Creek section. PA DCNR could engage the public in planning for the uses and activities on the
property.

7. ldentify all Partners (financial, technical assistance, or general support) involved in your pro1ect.
Partner # 1

Partner Organization: Chester County

Type of Partners:

- Financial

- GeneralSupport

Has Upload: Yes

Description:

The threat of development is a concern for residents of Chester County, ln 2013, a mail survey was conducted on
behalf of Chester County, and it was determined that open space, scenery, and rural areas were most prized by
residents. The County Commissioners have approved $5 million over 3 years for the acquisition of the Strawbridge
land in the 2016 capital budget.

Partner # 2

Partner Organization: New London Township

Type of Partners:

- GeneralSupport

Has Upload: Yes

Description:

A portion of the Strawbridge property is in New London Township, and the elected officials and residents of this
township support this project. This Property is adjacent to 116.2-acres of preserved farmland eased through the
Chester County Agricultural Land Preservation Board.

Partner # 3

Partner Organization: Franklin Township

Type of Partners:

- GeneralSupport

Has Upload: Yes

Description:

A portion of the Strawbridge property is in Franklin Township, and the elected officials and residents of this
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pennsytvania /IMONWEALTH OF PEN NSYLVAN IA
Application Submission for Grant Funds ^

L fi Grants Gustomer Service Genter
7734

DE$NTMEffI OF CONS€FI'ATION
AI,IO NAIURAI RESOURC€S

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Tltle: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space;Critical Habitat; Recreation

tovrrnship support this project, rhis property is adjacent other public tands in r8fll8ifrllPdiltiefi$.t#effi+'l8EE!'ta er'l

Creek Preserve's Big Elk Creek Section (also formerly owned by Strawbridge) and the222-acre Natural Lands
Trust Peacedale Preserve , and 34.7- acres of preserved farmland eased through the Chester Coung Agricultural
Land Preservation Board. I

Partner # 4
Partner Organization: Elk Township

Type of Partners:

- General Support

Has Upload: Yes

Descriptlon:

A portion of the Strawbridge property is in Etk Township, and the elected officials and residents of this township
support this project. This Property contains the township's 2.15- mile Springlawn Trail and is adjacent to lMrite Clay
Creek Preserve's Big Elk Creek Section and to 87.6-acres of preserved frarmland eased through the Cheste t
County Agricultural Land Preservation Board.

Partner # 5

Paftner Organizatlon: Mt, Cuba Center
Type of Partnerc:

- General Support

Has Upload: Yes

Descriptlon:
Mt. Cuba Center is a non-profit horticultural institute in Greenville, Delaware for education, research, and display of
plants native to the Appalachian Piedmont Region. Mt. Cuba Center is active in supporting land preservation in'
Chester County, PA and New Casile County, DE.

Partner # 6

Partner Organizatlon: Elk Creeks Watershed Association
Type of Partnerc:
- General Support

Has Upload: Yes

Descrlption:
The Elk Creeks Watershed Association is a non-profit, volunteer organization committed to maintaining and
improving the quality of the natural environment in the drdinage areas of the Big and Utfle Elk Creeks.
Partner # 7

Paftner Organizatlon: Friends of l4/hite Clay Creek
Type of Partnee:
- General Support

Has Upload: No

Descriptlon:

The Friends of White Clay Creek Preserve (PA) is dedicated to supporting and promoting the natural and cultural
resources of the \Mtite Clay Creek Valley

8' The Department rcquires that the slte be profe{v nrlaintalned, kept in reasonable repair, and open and
acceselble to the publlc throirghout lts useful llfe. Foriequipment:purchaies, the Department requlres that
the equlpment,be propefly malntalned and kept ln reabonaLte repalr throughout tts isetut llfe. please
oescnbe your strategy to operate; malntaiu.ahd/or prirylde slgwirdshlp:toyour project.

Page 21- Printed al1111l2o17 10:06:35 AM by Blaine phillips (STMIIJtsR|DGE&TCF16)

Rec'd by Rep. John Lawrence 3/25/25 in response 
 to 11/25/24 DCNR Right To Know Request



M pennsytvania
OEXARTMENT OF CONSENVATTON
AJiID NAruRAT RESOURC€S

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
Gnnt Opporhrnity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat Reseation

/'\
Ca- .,vIONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANTA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

Grants Customer Service Center
1-800-32&7734

DI

rhe ree simple acquisition of the strawbridse property woutd be achieved by rB:tfr|f.T,l$"o;fllflfo,lf,'fit"?.U iti3property will be transfened to the Pennsylvania Departmeni of Conservation ano Natural Resources to own and
manage as part of tMite Clay Creek Preserve's Big Elk Creek Section using Best Management practices.
8a. Has Written Plan yes
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Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Regeation

Project Budget Details

Cash Costs

Contracted/Professional Services
Contracted Profegsional Servlce Tasks Estimated Cost

Title lnsurance $35,000.00

Survey $32,000.00

Appraisal $25,000.00

Consultant $4,000.00

Phase 1 Study $4,000.00

s100,000.00

Land/Easement Purchase Cash Costs
Descriptlon ofCosts NumbsrofAcres Total Cash Cost

Acquisition Funds 982.60 $15,000,000.00

tl 5,000,000.00

Non-Cash Costs

Donated Land Value
Descrlptlon of Property Total Value

Landowner Donation $1,000,000.00

$1,000,000.00

,VIMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

L-r{R Grants Customer Service Center
1-800-326-7734

Date Submitted: 411312016 2:29:18 PM
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w pennsytvania

Cash Amount Secured

Non-Cash Amount Secured

TotalSecured

r-\
C1..ilONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVAN|A
Application Submission fqr Grant Funds

D( 
-. Grants Customer Service Center

1-80G,32$7734DEPARIMEM OF CONS€RVANON
AND M'UFAT RESOUBC€S

Appllcant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportrnity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Hqbitat; Recreation

Prolect Mqtch lnformation Date Submitted t 4t13t2016 2:29:1 8 pM

Name of Match source caeh Amount : i r rpgl3ll4g.{t}rg[,9-sc-qrii{.(s). iNonicash valuo , 
pgnclng (p),or Securud (sl

County of Chester $5,000,000,00 p N/A

Landowner Donation N/A $1,000,000.00 p

Private Donations $5,100,000.00 p N/A

$10,100,000.00 $t,O00,Om.0O Total: g11,i00,000.00

AmOUnt ;i i:: l:,:1;;; .;....,,. .,i.:;,;: .1 :.,. t:. ., . ,,.AmOUnt

$0.00 Cash Amount Pending $10,100,000.00

$0.00 Non-Cash Amount Pending $1,000,000.00

$0.00 TotalPending $11,1O0,OOO.OO

Total Cash and Non-Caeh $ii,i00,000.00
Match Percentage 69.94%
(of ToF!ProJeg! Q-osll
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#
,

pennsylvania

Budget Category

Contracted/Professio
nal Services

Land/Easement
Purchase Cash Costs

Donated Land Value

,VIMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

u - ,'lR Grants Customer Service Center

Date Submift ed: 41 1312016 2:29: 1 8 PM

Total

$ 100,000.00

l)!PAn r[1€f,lr oF coNsEItvAt l0N

^l'lD 
:{AIUR/IL R€SOTJRC aS

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant opportunity: Land Acquisition - open space; critical Habitat; Recreation

Project Budget Summary

Cash Costs

$100,000.00

Non-Cash Values

$15,000,000.00 $15,000,000.00

$1s,100,000.00 (s4%; ,,,rr:];:::r:t:; $i6,100,;;;:00;;:H rotarproject cost

Overall B & Match Summary
Totals Amount

Total Project Cost (Detailed Budget) $16,100,000.00

Total Project Match $11,100,000.00

DCNR Grant Request $5,000,000.00

Total Project Funding $16,100,000.00

Page 25 - Printed at 1t1112017 10:06;35 AM by Btaine phiilips (sTRAWBRIDGE&TCF16)

Rec'd by Rep. John Lawrence 3/25/25 in response 
 to 11/25/24 DCNR Right To Know Request



w pennsytvania
OEMNIME'{I OF CONS€WAIION
Af{D NAIUNAI RESOURCES

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Ti0e: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Cdtical Habitat; Recreation

Agricultural Land preqgrvation:poh.gy:, 
,::,:.; 

, . ,,i. , : ,, . 'o"* submitted: 4t13t2016 2:29:18 PM

ls the project site in active agricutturat usalnot incfrolig tfre growing of timber)?
Yes

Has the proiect site been devoted to active agricultural'use during the last three years?
Yes

ls the site considered "prime agricuttural land,, as deflned in E.o. 2oog-2?
Yes

willthe project cause an irrevercible converslon of ,.prime agriculturat land',?
No

ls this the only feaslble site availabti tor tt e prol""tZ i

Yes

Narrative explanatlon
The Strawbridge property is the only feasible site because it is uniquely situated adjacent to the Commonwealth's
White Clay Creek Preserve, Big Elk Creek Section, which in turn is adjacent to the Fair Hill Natural Resource
Management Area in Maryland, a national equeslrian center. Preserving this property would result in over g,000
contiguous acres of public open space, including natural arbas and farmed portions. lt is also adjacent to 23g.5
acres of preserved farmland in 3 townships in PA.

Pennsytvania Natural Diversity lnventory FNDD Receipt

Pennsylvania Natural Dlverslty lnventory (PND|) Recelpt Uploaded?

;

Project Resolution

Appointed Title Senior Vice President, Mid-Aflantic Director

Resolution Uploaded?
Yes

C\_.,.TONWE{LTH OF PEN NSYLVANIA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

DC .. Grants Customer Seruice Genter
1-800-326-7734
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pennsylvania
DEPANIMTNI OF CONS€RVAIION
AND NAIUNAL RESOURCES

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Profect Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant opportunlty: Land Acquisition - open space; critical Habitat; Recreation

Project Attachments

Uploaded Project Ftles

A ..4MONIA'EALTH 
OF PEN NSYLVAN IA

Application Submission for Grant Funds

^\. iR Grants Customer Seruice Genter
1-800-326-7734

-

Date Submlttedz 411312016 2:29:18 PM

o AppraisalReportsJppraisal Letter.pdf
o CountyMunicipalNotiltcationLetters_Memos requesting support.pdf. LettersoGashNoncashcommitmenLChesco Lefter of support (strawbridge).pdf
o Location'1-OtherPropertyAgreements_public Trail Easement.odf

' Locationl-otherPropertyAgreements-Right of First offer Aoreement.odf. Location 1 -Prooertylease_LEASE.docx
r MaintenancePlan_Conservation plan oaoe.docx
o Photos of Strawbridge Property.pdf
o PNDlReceiolproject_receipt shawbridge_60 1 223_1 .pdf
o ProjectPartner_1 _ChesCo Letter of Support (strawbridge). pdf
o ProjectPartner_2_N ew London Letter (Strawbridoe). pdf
a

r ProjectPartnerJ Elk Lefter (Strawbridge).pdf
o ProjectPartner_S_Mt Cuba Letter of Suppgrt (strawbridgeLpdfr ProjectPartner_6_Elk Creeks WA letter of Support.pdf
o ProjectPlan-5_Comprehensive plan of New London Township.pd{
o PrpjectSitelocationMap-stravybridge context map 1 .pdf
o Resolution Resolution to-be Signed.pdfr Strawbridge context map 2.pdf
o strawbridge context map 3.odf
o strawbridge_wshed-streams.pdf
o Survey,OrTaxMap_strawbridge tax map.pdf

Authorized Representafi vd

TitlE

Prefix

First Name

Middle lnltial
Last Name

Suffix

Address Line 1

Address Llne 2

City

State

Zip Code

Phone

Cell

Fax

Email

Senior Vice President, Real Estate, Mid-Ailantic Director

Mr.

Blaine

T

Phillips

Jr.

Page27 - Printed at 1t11tz0't7 10:06:3s AM by Btaine philtips (STRAWBR|DGE&TCF16)

Rec'd by Rep. John Lawrence 3/25/25 in response 
 to 11/25/24 DCNR Right To Know Request



/A\

September 21,2016

Mr. Blaine Phillips, Jr.
Senior Vice President
The Conservation Fund

Dear Blaine,

I am pleased to inform you thatthe Boapd of Managers of Mt. Cuba Center, lnc.
has unanimously approved a grant to Tlre Conservation Fund in the amount of
56,500,000.00 to be payable over a three year period beginning in 2017. These
funds are to be used to fund the purchase of the George Strawbridge ll property
and are contingent upon The Conservatlon Fund's abilitV to secure the balance of
the purchase price from other.grantors.:

The Board is happy to be able to provide this support for such a worthy cause and
passes along its best wishes for continued success in your conservatlon efforts.

Sincerely

.l*:-, MT CLIIIA
,rqq (lENTLl{
l.ertie.irr il r'ri .r rriilriflr luriol

-+
Ann C. Rose

President

rw;rvnrtiluDirr;{i.llfrorg . 3ilO {l.rrtey [,lll! ftrf,. l-tt]t:tif lin, DE lg.liJt . :lti,i,jl!,:r..:.1
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-oSCoordinatorforChestercountyprovidedthefollowingtomeandsaidtheyhavebeenapprovedatthevaluestatedforthese

projects. Note level of funding for Strawbridge. This money will be available over several years but match is secured all SSnll.

Contract

s 800,000.00

S lso,ooo.oo

S 4oo,ooo.oo

s 200,000.00

s 200,000.0o

5 sr,az:.oo

s 160,000.00

s 95,155.00

5s0,000.00

s 100,000.00

s 300,000.00

S lso,ooo.oo

s 390,000.00

S 3so,ooo.oo

s s,000,000.00

s 300,000.00

Department of Open Space Preservation: 2016 Conservancy and Municipal Grant Recommendations

Description
Round 28 Municipal Acquisition - Freedoms Foundation Conservation Easement

Round 28 Municipal Trail Development - Paoli Pike Trail

Round 28 Municipal Acquisition - Penn Township Sports Park

Round 28 Municipal Acquisition - Barkingfield Farm Community Park

Round 28 Municipal Acquisition - St. Anthony in the Hills Conservation Easement

Round 28 PPP Grant: BC - Kauffman Property Conservation Easement

Round 28 PPP Grant: NLT Pyle Property Acquisition

Round 28 PPP Grant: NLT Struble Trail North Acquisitions

Round 28 PPP Grant: NLT - Taylor Property Conservation Easement

Round 28 PPP Grant: NLT - Kulp Property Conservation Easement

Round 28 PPP Grant: NLT - Bodine Road Conservation Easement

Round 28 PPP Grant: NLT Giangiulio/Geraghty Conservation Easement

Round 28 PPP Grant: Civil War Trust Caccio Property Acquisition

Round 28 PPP Grant: NLT Osborne Hill Conservation Easement

Round 28 PPP Grant: The Conservation Fund Strawbridge North Acquisition

Round 28 PPP Grant: TLC Gateway Acquisition

Vendor
SchuylkillTwp

East Goshen Twp

Penn Twp

Kennett Twp

New Garden Twp

Brandywine Conserva ncy

NLT

NLT

NLT

NLT

NLT

NLT

Civil War Trust

NLT

Conservation Fund

The Land Conservancy of Southern
Chester County

Rec'd by Rep. John Lawrence 3/25/25 in response 
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County:
State:

Purclrase Price:
Fair Market Value:
Partners/Funcling:

Fa -. Sheet - George Strarvbridge, Jr. propeny

Chcster
Commonrvealth of Pennsylvania
$ 16,000,000.00
$ TBD
Peunsylvania Department of clonservation and Natural Resources
(DCNR): $5 Million Capital Budget and/or Grant Func{.s
County of Chester: $5.5 million over 5 years
Private Foundations: $5 million
Landowner Donation: TBD

Located in southern Chester County, PA, the George Strawbridge, Jr. property encompassses
982.60 acres attd spans three townships (Elk, Franklin, and New London;. rire property is
adjacent to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania's publicly accessible White Clay Creek
Preserve, Big Elk Creek Section. The Commonwealth property runs for 2.1 rniles along the
Pennsylvania/Maryland state border and is in tum adjacenito the 5,3O0-acre Fair Hill Natural
Resource Management Area located across the Maryiand State Line. The Strar.vbriclge property
is also adjacent to tlte 222-acre Natural Lands Trust Peacedale preserve, as well as three
privately owned farmland easement properties. The former Old Springiawn Road, which runs
through the Strawbridge property, has been converted to a public irail irapaged by Elk
Township' Preserving the Strawbridge property rvould result in approximately g,470 contiguous
acres of public open space in pennsylvania.

Tlre Strau'bridge property supports a rvide diversity of natural resourses including: meadorvs,
cropland, moderate and steep slopes, more than 7 miles of Big Elk Creek and l.ithrougn 4,u'
order tributaries, 145 * acres of floodplain, 353 * acres ofma-ture ancl young woodlands, and 66g* acres of prime farmland soils and soils of statewide importance. The-propirty falls within theboundaries of a Core Habitat iclentifiecl in the Chest". county Natural Heritage Inventory
lgNll) as the Big Elk Creek Area. The description of this Natural Heritage Area of RegionalSignificance Rarrk notes that a diversity of habitats rwp"rtr ii species of concern: Elliott,sBeatdgrass, Puttyroot, Fringe-tree, Maryland colden-aster, Horrible Thistle, Vase-vine Leather-flower, Heller's witchgrass, nanic-grass, velvety Panic-grass, Downy Lobelia, Lion's-fbot, andLong Stalked crorvfoot, ancl 3 ,"nritir," species of con"J*. The property contains old stonefoundations of homes' wells, and mills. There are severat culverts and bridges across streams.Extensive views are afforded from trre Springrawn rrait anJ public roads.

Tfe proqe.rty's unique size' diversity olresources. public support for preservation, andrelationship to other public lands make it a high priority to, p!*unrnt protection.
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Pennsylvania Deparlment of CoAvation and Nalural Resources
PND|Receipt:

Project Search lD: PND1.601223
601223 1.odf

1. PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Name: Strawbrldge
Date of Revieur: 4nn016 03:07:54 PM
Project catdgory: Habitat conservation and Restoiation, Land acquisltlon
Projecl Area: 988.92 acres
County(s): Chester
Township/Municipality(s): ELK; FRANKLTN; NEU\I LONDON
ZIP Code: 19350; 19352

Quadrangle Name(s): BAY VlEht; NEWARK WEST
Watersheds HUC 8: Ghester-Sassafras
Watersheds HUC 12: Big Elk Greek
Decimal Degrees: 39.735762, -25.858703
Degrees Minutes Seconds: 3go 44'8.7419" N, ZSo Si.3i.331g" W

i

2. SEARCH RESULTS

Agency Results
PA Game Commission No Known lmpact
PA Departnent of Conservation and
Natural Resources

PA Flsh and Boat Commisslon potential lmpact,,

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Potentiil tmptict

No Further Revlew Required

No Further Revlew Requlred, See Agency

lS REQUIRED, See

' FURTHER REVIEW lS REQUIRED, See
'l,Agency Response

As summarized above, Pennsylvania Natural Divarqity lnv{ntory (PNDI) records indicate here may be potential
impacts to hreatened and endangered and/or.special concem splcies and resources witrln the piojeci area. lf the
response above indicales nNo Further Review Required" no additional communication with the respictive agency is
required. lf the response ls 'Furlher [evlew Required" or '$ee Agency Response,n refer to the appropdate dgenly
comments below. Please see the DEP lnformation Section jof niJ rec6ipt f I pn department of Environmental
Protection Permit ls required. ' :

. .i .

Note that regardlesi oi'lFNEl search results, projec'ts requi4ing a Chapter 10s DEp individual permit or Gp s, 6, z, g, g
or 11 in certain counties (Adams, Berks, Bucks, Carbon, chester, cumberland, Delaware, Lancaster, Lebanon, Lehigh,
Monroe, MonQomery, Northamplon, Schuylkill and York) niust comply with ffre bog turde habitat screening
requirements of the PASpGp.

Page 1 of 6
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Pennsylvania Department of Cons ^ tion and Natural Resources
PNDlReceipt: Project Search tD: pNDl-601223

_601223 1 .pdf

Strawbridge

t] Project Boundary

n Buffered Project Boundary

Seruice Layer Credits: Sources: Esri. HERE, DeLorme. lntermap, incremont p Corp.,
GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase. tGN. Kadaster NL. Ordnance Suruey,
Esri Jrpan, METI, Esrl China {Hong Kong}. swis3topo, Mapmylndia, g OpenStree{r4ip
conttibutrcrs. and he GIS User Community
Sourcer Esri, Digiialclobe, GeoEye, Earlhslar Geographics, gNEs/Airbus OS, USOA,
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Pennsylvania Department of Co:Aration and Natural Resources
PNDlReceiot:

Project Search lD: PNDI-601223
receiot strawbridoe 601223 -odf

Strawbridge
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Pennsylvan ia Department of Const .don and Natural Resources - Project Search lD: PNDI-601223PNDI Receipt: 223_1.pdt

3. AGENCY COMMENTS
Regardless of whether a DEP permit is necessary forthis proposed project, any potential impacts to threatened
and e. ndangered species and/or special concem species and iesources must be'resolved *itn tn" appropriatejurisdictional agency. ln some cases, a permit or authorization from the jurisdictio""l ;9;.t;ay be needed if
adverse impacts to these species and habitats cannot be avoided.

These agency determinations and responses are valid for two years (from Sre date of the review), and are
based on the project information that was provided, including ttre exaci project location; the propcr type,
description, and features; and any responses to questions that were generated Ouring ihis .!rt n. f any of the
following change: 1) project location, 2) project slze or configuration, 

-g) 
project type, 61 4) resfonses to the

questions that were asked during the online review, the results of this ieview 
"16 

hoi valiO, ani ttre review must
be searched again via the PNDI Environmental Review Tool and resubmitted to the jurisdtiional agencies. The
PNDI tool is a primary screening tool, and a desktop review pay reveal more orfewir impacts than what is listed
9n this PNDI receipt. The jursidictional agencies strongty advise against conducting surveys for the species
listed on the receipt prior to consultation with the agencies.

PA Game Commission
RESPONSE:
No lmpact is anticipated to threatened and endangered speiies and/or special conoem species and resources

PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
RESPONSE: 

!

Conservation Measure: One or more tenestrial species of sdecial cOncem is known on or near your site. Since your
project type does not involve any immediate disturbance, wd are suggesting that you contact trl pn Bureau of
Forestry for more information on the species and species-specific conservation recommendations. You may have the
potential to augment or restore habitat for species of speciallconcem and PA Bureau of Forestry would be happy to
guide you. Any on-site construction, earth disturbance,,.gl hibitat management does have the potential to harm ipecies
of special concem and, therefore, we request coordinatlbn r,,jittr pR Bureau of Forestry prior to any disturbance.

DCNR Species: (Note: The Pennsylvania Conservation Exqlorer tool is a primary screening tool, and a desktop review
may reveal morc or fewer species than what is listed below. hfter desktop review, if a botanical survey is required by
DCNR, we recommend the DCNR Botanical Survey Protocois, availablehere: hftp://www.gis.dcnr.staie.pa.us/hois--
erlPNDLDCNR.aspx.)

Sclentlfic Name

Andropogon gyrans Elliott's Beardgrass Spe<ial Conenm
Spedes' i

Speclal Concem
Species'

flowers September - Oclober

Chionanthusvirginlcus Fringetree Spedal Congem
Species'

Threatened Flowers May

Chrysopsis mariana Maryland Golden-asler Threatened Endangered fl julyoA
Cirsium horridulum Honible Thistle Endangered Endangered may-July

Clematis vioma Vasevine LEather-flower Endangered Endangered flowers May-July
Dichanthelium
oligosanthes

Helle/s Witchgrass Special Concem
Species'

ThreatEned vemal terminal panicles May-
early July, or late summer or
early fall

Prenanthesserpentaria Lion's-foot Special Concem
Species'

Threalened Fl. Aug-early oc{.

Sensitive Species" Special Concem
Species'

Threatened

Sensitive Species"

Page 4 oto

Special Concem
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Special Concem
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Pennsylvania Department of CcAvation and Natural Resources
PNDlReceipt:

Project Search lD: PNDI-601223
project receipt strawbridqe 223 1.odf

PA Fish and Boat Commission
RESPONSE:
Further review of this project is necessary to resolve the potential impact(s). Please send project information to gris
agency for revlew (see WHAT TO SEND).

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
RESPONSE:
Further review of lhis project is necessary to resolve the potential impact(s). Please send project information to this
agency for review (see WHAT TO SEND).

. Special Concem Species or Resource - Plant or animal species classified as rare, tentatively undetermined or
candidate as well as other taxa of conservation concem, significant natural communities, speiial concem populations
(plants or animals) and unique geologic features.
" Sensitive Species - Species idenlified by the jurisdictional agency as collectible, having economic value, or being
susceptible to decline as a result of visitation.

WHAT TO SEND TO JURISDICTIONAL AGENGIES

lf project information was requested by one or more ofithe agencies above, upload'or email'the following
information to the agency(s). lnstruclions for uploading projgct miterials can be found here. This option providel the
applicant wilh the convenience of sending project materialq to a single location accessible to all thiee state agencies.
Altematively, applicants may email or mail their proJect materials (see AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION):*Note: U.S.Fish and Wildlife Service requires applicants to.mail project materlals to the USFWS PA field office (see
AGENCY CONTACT TNFORMATION). USFWS will not acoept proiect materials submitted electronically (by upioad oremail). 

I

Checklist of Mlnimum Materials to be submltted: :

Proiect nanative with a description of lhe overall project, the work to be performed, cunent physical characteristics
of the site and acreage to be impacted. i

map with the project boundary and/or a basic site plan(particulady showing the relationship of the project to the
physical features such as wetlands, streams, ponds, rock outcrops, etc:i
ln addition to the matertals listed above, usFws REQulREsthe foilowtng
_SIGNED copy of a Final Project Environmental Review Receipt

The lncluslon of the followlng informafion may expealtl the revlew process.

-Gdor 

photos keyed to-the basic slle plan (i.e. showingj on tre site plan where and in what direction each photo
was tiaken and the date of the photos)

-lnformation 

about the presence and locatlon of weflanbs in the project area, and how this was determined (e.g.,
by a qualified wetlands blologist), if weUands are present in the project irea, provide project plans showing ue tircition
of all project features, as well as wetlands and streams. 

I

4. DEP INFORMATION
The Pa Department of Envlronmental Protection (DEP) requires that a signed copy of this receipt, along with any
required documentation from jurisdictional agencies conceming resolution of potential impacts, be submitted w1h
applications for permits requiring PNDI review. Two revieur options are availa6le to permit applicants for handling pNDl
coordination in conjunction with DEP's permit review process involving either T&E dpecies oi species of special
concem. Under sequential review, the permit applicant performs a pfOt screening and completes all coordination with
the appropriate jurisdictional agencies prior to submitting the permit application. The applicant will include with its
application' both a PNDI receipt and/or a clearance tettel from the jurisdictional agency if U" pttOt Receipt shows a
Potential lmpacl to a species or the applicant chooses to obtaln letiers direcfly rrom ttre lurisdictional agencies. Under
concurrent review, DEP, where feasible, will allow technical review of the permit to occur concunently with the T&E
species consultiation with the jurisdictional agency. The applicant must still supply a copy of the pNDl Receipt with itspermit application. The PNDI Receipt should also be suumitteo to the appropriate agency according to direcgons on
the PNDI Receipt. The applicant and the jurisdictional agency will work together to resolve the potentiat impact(s). Seethe DEP PND| policy 

"t 
http"r//"on""*"tbn"rplor"r.d"n-r.p"€ou/"ont"nur""our"".
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The PNDI environmentral review website is a preliminary screening tool. There are often delays in updating speciesstatus classifications. Because the proposed status rep;esents thJ best available informalion regarding theconservation status of the species, state judsdictional agency staff give tre proposed stiatuses at least the sameconsideration as the cunent legal status. lf surveys or nrrtnei informirion reveal that a threatened and endangeredand/or special ooncem species and resources exist in your project 
"r"r, 

.ont".t the appropriate jurisdictional
agency/agencies immediately to identifi and resolve any impacts,

For a list of species known to occur in the countyllere your project is located, please see the species lists by countyfound on the PA Natural Heritage Prognam (PNiP-) tromi page (ilnaturatheritage.state.pa.us). Also note that thePNDI Environmental Review Tool only contains infbrmation 
"iort 

rp".6s occurences that have actualy beenreported to the PNHp.

6. AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

Pennsytvanra Department of Const^.ion and Natural Resources
PNDI

1

5. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

PA Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources
Bureau of Forestry, Ecological Services Section
400 Market Street, PO Box 8SS2
Hanisburg, PA 17105{SS2
Email: RA-HeritageReview@pa.gov
Fax:(717) 772-0271

PA Fish and Boat Commlssion
Division of Environmential Services
450 Robinson Lane, Bellefonte, pA 16923
Email: RA-FBPACEN OTIFY@pa. gov

Project Search tD: pNDl€O1223

U.S. Fish and Wldltfe Service
Pennsylvania Field Office
Endangered Species Section
110 Radnor Rd; Suite 101
State College, PA 1690i
NO Faxes Please

PA Game Gommlssion
Bureau of Wildlife l-labitat Management
Ditision of Environmental Planning and Habitat
Prgtection
2001 Elmerton Av-enue, Hanisburg, p A 1T 110-9792
Email: RA-PGC-PNDI@pa.gov
NO Faxes Pldase

7. PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION

Company/Business

City, State,
Ph

8. CERTIFICATION
I certifo that ALL of the project information contained in this receipt (including project location, project
sizdconfiguration, project type, answers to questions) is true, accurate ano iomftete. ln addittn, if lhe project gpe,
location, size or configuration changes, or if fre answers to any questions that were asked durlng this online review
change, I agree to re{o the online environmental review.

applicanUproject proponent signature date
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Waiver: n yes - date: dno
Region: I Reviewing Advisor:1!

Mtg. Date:

Web App. lo: I lo75w1

Contract #:

//+\

Acquisition Project Application Technical Review - Round 23

Applicant:
fne ConsCr.ro,hoo (wnd

Project Title: }\ra.n rbri dqc 2-

Type: S Purchase lEasement

Budget:

Land Value or Actual Purchase Price:

Total Related Costs: 5 65,ooo

Grant Amount Requested, Slpo,o
Grant Amount Proposed: $_

County: _en4k-.
EtK, FrnnP['o

Project location/m u n ici pality(s) : Ngr& ndon Tr.pF'5.

Total Acre 
"g., 

182 -ln HPA Acreage: 

-

Donated Value: M y"t E no - $-l'eqe, ogo

Match SourceslAmounts: l2 , ittq o o o
i1.er.d.'.1 Clr,urtlrwAr{-

t a.>F \ orrrr d
r2C)

s l5 ZtS.ooo

lneligible Costs: C.,cts*tfa,..t ? 11,515 Match Secure: E y"t E no

Appraisal Review:

Appraised Value: $ lb ,2t5, ooO Appraised Cost PerAcre: $-
Does the appraised value match the budget? Myes n no - Comments:-

t,
Date of Appraisal: -WD,v
Appraisal Prepared for Grantee: F yes I no Certified General R.E. Appraisal:Qyes f] no

DCNR listed as intended user: n y"" W"" tf no: lefter received listing DCNR: n y"t fl no

Building/lmprovement value separated: Efun fJyes n no - Comments: 

- 

D'c(. \,,e qol *
lc+kr \asF

Prime Farmland: Efy"t f] no - Comments: 

- 

tor*^d

Conservation Easements Only: Public Access: fl yes n no - Comments: 

-Appraisal contains "before and after" easement values: n y"s E no - Comments:-

Acres for public access (if different from HPA): 

-lf acres differ why: _

Rec'd by Rep. John Lawrence 3/25/25 in response 
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n
Sales Agreement: Elyes n
Comments: _

Format n d fi rinat

Ownership/Location in Landscape:

Who ends up w/ title to property/easement? fl Applica nt flOther - -gr-r"r* o( S{a}< W'FE

Property adjacent to: S State Park n State Forest n Game Land

B Previously funded preserve or other large landscape -

[rrfFC C\art Crcett ?scse^'e-

rsuT. - ?eo"elo-1.^ ?ccre-.r<
Unusual Conditions or Features:

Icu flTrail

PNDI Rece Conservation Planning Report p V"r E no

Slmpacts/Avoidance or conservation Measures - comments: ?Ap \ - lrb l22eJ

n ruo lmpacts Dc- s R - Coage,r v6$0r., /teaswrt

(1rg - ?o\attic'-\ (ruPazt

\L9 f ?\,J - (oVntr*\ \rn-Qazii-

Part lComments

Review Meeting Notes:

Rec'd by Rep. John Lawrence 3/25/25 in response 
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w pennsylvania C. .,I/ONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

Dr i Grants Gustomer Service Center
1-800-326-7734

DEPARTMEIIT OF CONSEM/ANON
ANO NAruRAL RESOURCES

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project TiUe: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

Proiect lntroduction

Date Submitted: 417 12017 3:53:55 PM

Web lD

Project Title

Grant Opportunity

Project Type(s)

Major Watershed(s)

Aftended grant workshop?

Contacted regionil advisor?

Advisor

Applicant lnfo Details

Project Applicant

FederallD

Vendor lD

Address Line 1

Address Line 2

City

State

Zlp Code

Organizatlonal DUNS

County

Municipality

Applicant Type Details

Applicant Type

501 (cX3) Organization Name

501 (c)(3) Organization Approval
Date

Charitable Organization Name

Charitable Registration Number

Charitable Expiration Date

1102567

Strawbridge 2

Land Acquisition

Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

Chesapeake

Yes

Yes

The Conservation Fund

52-1388917

1663s7-001

105 N FRONT ST STE 4OO

HARRISBURG

PA

17101-1436

18970701'l

Chester

Harrisburg Cig

Private Non-Profit

The Conservation Fund

07/01/1985

The Conservation Fund

13574

111'1512017

Page 1 - Printed at 51812017 9:07:47 AM by Blaine Phillips (STRAI TBR|DGE&TCF16)
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w pennsytvania Cs ..TUIONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

)-\
DL . i Grants Customer Service Center

1-800-326-7734
DEPARTHENT OF CONSEM/ANON
ANO NAIUNAL iESOURCES

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Tltle: Straurbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Cntical Habitat; Recreation

-

Date Submitted:417D017 3:53:55 PM

Project Coord i nator Detai ls

Linked Project Coordlnator

Organization

Title

Prefix

First Name

Middle lnitial

Last Name

Suffix

Address Line 1

Address Line 2

City

State

Zip Code

Phone

Cell

Fax

Email

Chief Elected Official Details

Linked Chief Elected Officat

Organization

Title

Prefix

First Name

Mlddle lnitial

Last Name

Suffix

Address Line I
Address Line 2

City

State

Blaine Phillips

The Conservation Fund

Mid-Atlantic Director

Mr.

Blaine

T

Phillips

Jr.

-

Patrick F. Noonan

The Conservation Fund

Chairman of the Board

Mr.

Patrick

Noonan

-
O

Page2 - Printed at51812017 9:07:47 AM by Btaine phiilips (STRAWBR|DGE&TCF16)
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w pennsytvania
A

Cu ,rMON\A/EALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

DL i Grants Customer Service Genter

DEPARI}IETIT OF CONSEM/ANON
AND NAIURAT RESOURCES

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

Zip Code

Phone

Cell

Fax

Email

Date Submitted:4ft12017 3:53:55 PM

-
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pennsytvania Ct,..,JVlON\A/EALTH OF PEN NSYLVANIA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

)a
DL...r Grants Gustomer Servlce Center

1-800-326-7734
DEPAfi TMCI{T OF CONSEAVANON
AND MruRAL RESOURCES

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Tltle: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat: Recreation

Date Submitted: 417 12017 3:53:55 PM

Project lnformation

Project Start Date 01101t2018

Project End Date 1213112021

Fee Acqulsition? Yes

Conservation Easement? No

Negotiations
Since 2006, The Conservation Fund has been negotiating with George Strawbridge, Jr, to purchase the tract of land
known as Springlawn Farm (Property). The strategy for protecting the property was to purchase it in two separate
phases, the first of which was completed in 2009. That portion of the Property was then transferred to the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and has become the Big Elk Creek Section of the Vftite Clay Creek preserve.

The second phase of the transaction is now underway. The Conservation Fund (TCF) will again execute the property
acquisition and transfer documents and take aclions as appropriate to purchase the Property and transfer it to the
Commonwealth. TCF entered into an Agreement of Sale with the landowner in March of 2017,and expects to
complete the fee simple acquisition within three years of the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources' (DCNR) approval of this grant application. Additional funds for the acquisition will be provided from
Chester County and private donations. TCF is authorized to sell, transfer, or assign its interest in the properg to the
DCNR for long term ownership and management.

Acquired or Severed Rights
The Conservation Fund proposes a Fee Simple Acquisition of the Strawbridge property. Full ownership of the
property, including the underlying title, will be transferred to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. There will be no
development rights retained on this property.

Elk Township holds a trail easement on the Springlawn Trail and has submitted a letter of endorsement for the
acquisition. The trail easement can be managed in cooperation with the Commonwealth's use of the property.

Existing yes
lm provements/structu res?

Existing lmprovementslstructures Descrlpflon
There are no permanent residential structures on the Property. Some scattered, historic remnants of stone
foundations remain.

Existing improvements on the land include: fences, farm lanes, smallbridges across streams, and a2.25 mile public
springlawn Trail (an old gravel road), eased to and managed by Elk rownship.

There will be no residential building or development rights retained through this acquisition.
Known Environmentat Hazards? No

Environmental Hazard Description
Waiver for Retroactivity? No

Page 4 - Printed at5l8l2o17 9:07:47 AM by Blaine phillips (SrRAVI/BRIDGE&TSF16)
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pennsytvania Cu..,MONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

,-
Dc. -t Grants Gustomer Seruice CEnter

1-800-326:7734
DEPAEIUENT OF CONSEFVANON
AND NATUNAL RESOURCES

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

Date Submiftedz 41712017 3:53:55 PM

Brief Project Description
The Conservation Fund (TCF) proposes a Fee Simple Acquisition of the approximately 982.6-acre Strawbridge
property (Property) located in Elk Township, Franklin Township, and New London Township, Chester County. The
Property is adjacent along its southern boundary, to the Commonwealth's publicly-accessible 739-acre Write Clay
Creek Preserve, Big Elk Creek Section, which extends 2.1 miles along the Pennsylvania/Maryland state border and
is in turn adjacent to the 5,30Gacre Fair Hill Natural Resource Management Area in Maryland. The Properly is also
adjacent lolhe222-acre Natural Lands Trust Peacedale Preserve to the northeast, as wellas several privately-

owned farms eased through the Chester County Agricultural Land Preservation Board.

lf successful, this project would preserve and provide for public recreation an almost additional 1,000 acres of open
space, continue to provide public access along the Springlawn trail, and protect the stunning public views fiom the
Big Elk Creek and Chesterville, Strickerville, and Walker Roads.

The Conservation Fund willexecute property acquisition and transfer documents and take actions as appropriate to
purchase the Strawbridge Property and transfer it to the Commonwealth.

Page 5 - Printed at 5l8l2o17 9:07:47 AM by Blaine Phillips (STRAWBRIDGE&TCF16)
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pennsytvania a"]o,u*EALTH oF PENNSYLVANTA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

DL. .. Grants Customer Service Center
1-800-326-7734

Date Submitted: 417 12017 3:53:55 PM

l)FPAII I l lt:llI rlF Cfli.lri[fi VAil0fi
Ailt) l.\lriilAt {lt!t0ufi( FS

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

Project Location Details

Location Details Link: Strawbridge 2

Latitude 39.73602104

Longitude -75.85817922

Acreage 982.60

Length in Miles 6.00

Parcel Number 70-5-6 and others-see map

ls the property leased? Yes

Address Line 1

Address Line 2

City

State

Zip Code

Description

Springlawn Road

Lincoln University

PA

1 9352

Location '1

Property Owner
Counties

Chester
Municipalities

Chester - Elk Twp, Chester - Franklin Twp, Chester - New London Twp
PA House Districts

PA House - 13 - John A. Lawrence
PA Senate Districts

PA Senate - 19 - Andrew E. Dinniman
U.S. Congressional Districts

U.S. Congressional- 16 - Joseph R. Pitts

Location Attachments

' Locationl-OtherPropertyAgreements-Agreement of Sale-strawbridge and TCF.pdf. Location 1 -OtherPropertyAgreements_Easement-public Trail. pdf. Locationl -PropertyLease_LEASE.docx

Page 6 - Printed at sl8l2017 9:07 47 AM by Btaine phiilips (STRAWBRTDGE&TCF16)
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pennsytvania Cu .,MONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
Applicatron Submission for Grant Funds

DL . Grants Customer Service Genter
1-800-326-7734

OiPARTl.ltill OF CCr.lSIRvATION
AltD rrAlUtrtr nESOUFCFS

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2

Grant Opportunityr: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

Date Submiftedz 41712017 3:53:55 PM

Project Criteria Questions

1. Briefly describe your needs, issues, and urgencies and how they will be addressed through your project
(relate directly to your proposed scope of work).

The Conservation Fund (TCF) proposes to permanently protect the Strawbridge property (Property) through a fee

simple acquisition, with the expectation that it would be added to the Commonwealth's 2,073-acre White Clay Creek

Preserve, Big Elk Creek Section, which in turn is adjacent to the Fair Hill Natural Resource Management Area in

Maryland, a nationalequestrian center. The Properly is 3.5 miles from the Delaware White Clay Creek State Park

along the Pennsylvania/Delaware border and 2.5 miles from the City of Newark.

The addition of the Strawbridge property to the Pennsylvania Preserve would create a unique, contiguous area of

public open space spanning two states, offering exceptional regional recreational opportunities for citizens of three

states: Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Delaware.
Chester County expresses the need for protection of open space and the availability of recreation through multiple

plans, including its Comprehensive Plan Landscapes2, Linking Landscapes, and Watersheds. The acquisition of the

Property is also consistent with the goals and objectives of Elk, Franklin, and New London Townships through

regional and municipal Comprehensive Plans.

The preservation of the 982.6-acre Propefi spanning three municipalities (Elk, Franklin, and New London

Townships) in southern Chester County would:

. Meet public needs for close-to-home outdoor recreation and enjoyment and appreciation of nature and

greenspaces.

. Provide an expanded area of state parkland spanning two states, two counties in each state, and three

Pennsylvania townships.

Your Project
Questions 1-4

Page 7 - Printed al5l8l2}17 9:07:47 AM by Blaine Phillips (STRA\A/BRIDGE&TCF16)
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pennsylvania CL...'VIONWEALTH OF PEN NSYLVANIA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

DL.... Grants Customer Seruice Center
1 -800-326-7734

uairr! rirt rtr !l t.tJ,J5:iv^r ttJtt
;\D rilltjli! tl!tcirll('FS

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2

Grant Opportunitlr: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

Date Submitted:4ft12017 3:53:55 PM

' Create and leverage partnerships to expand outdoor recreation opportunities, and coordinate strategic investment
in localpriorities.

' Provide an extended greenway connection along the Big Elk Creek and the existing Springlawn Trail, and offer the
opportunity to expand the existing public trail network on the White Clay Preserve. The need for land conservation
and recreation opportunities in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is documented in Pennsylvania's Stalewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Ptan 2014-2019. The plan's Executive Summary states that "walking is still the
most popular activity, which mirrors national outdoor recreation preferences" and "citizens still place high importance
on protecting open space and wildlife habitat" (p. 4).

' Help implement the Elk CreeksWatershed Conservation P/an, which is included on DCNR's pennsylvania Rivers
Registry.

' Help enhance the water quality of the Chesapeake Bay, into which the Elk Creeks drain. and which is a national
priority for water quality protection and improvement because of its importance as a natural , cultural, and major
economic resource.

'Help preserve the culturalgeography of the region. The Property plays an important role in this regard, as it
remains undeveloped and contains several historic foundations and ruins, remnants of earlier times. The Elk Creeks
watershed was originally settled by the Lenni Lenape people and then by English euakers and Scotch-lrish
Presbyterians. lts rivers and streams serye as municipal boundaries and powered mills throughout the lgth and l gth
centuries. Throughout much of the 19th century, the vast majority of the Property was in agricultural production.
According to the Breous Farm Atlas (1883), the Property was broken up into numerous small farms before being
brought back under one owner by the DuPont family. The Property is in close proximity to the Mason-Dixon Line,
and there is an opportunity to create a trail connection to the Mason-Dixon Trail in the Commonwealth-owned White
Clay Creek Preserve.

' Offer an opportunity to continue traditional rural land uses, including agriculture. Over 260 acres of land within a
one mile radius have been preserved with agricultural conservation easements granted to the County of Chester or
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pennsytvania C. .MONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

A
D, i Grants Customer Service Genter

t80a426-7734
DEPAR'MENI OF CONSERr'ANON
AND NAruNAL NESOURCES

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acguisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

-

Date Submitted: 417 12017 3:53:55 PM

land conservation organizations. Approximately 500 acres of the Property is currently actively farmed. The Property
is subject to Soil Conservation Plans and Best Management Practices (BMPs) such as contour plowing, are being
implemented. These BMPs protect the waters of the Big Elk Creek and the Chesapeake Bay.

. Offer a unique opportunig to preserve a large, important area of open space in rapidlydeveloping southeastern
Chester County. As of 2010, the population in Chester County was 498,886 , a '160/o increase over the 2000 census
datia, as Chester County remains one of the fastest growing counties in the Commonwealth. The threat of
development is a concem for residents of Chester Coung. ln 2013, a mail survey was conducted be West Chester

University's Center for Social and Economic Policy Research on behalf of Chester County. The survey found that
what residents most like about living in Chester County are the open spaces, scenery, and rural areas.

The Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania states "Pennsylvania's public natural resources are the

common property of allthe people, including generations yet to come." (Pa Const. Art 1, sec 27).

The Conservation Fund has entered into an Agreement of Sale with Mr. Strawbridge towards the purchase of his

family's property. The timing for his willingness to complete the process to sellthe land for public recreational use

may be limited, and therefore it is critical to expeditiously secure a commitment and structure funding to purchase

the Property.

2. identiff ail relevant tocat, county, and reglonal ptans that your project advances thiough the
implementation of yourscope of work

Plan # 1

Title: The Oxford Region Multimunicipal Comprehensive Plan

High Priority: Yes

Date: 7 12512012 12:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 5A, 5G, $1, 10-1, 11-1,12-'1,14-1,15-1

Has Link/Upload: Yes

Description:

The Oxford Regional Multimunicipal Comprehensive Plan includes the municipalities of East Nottingham, Elk,

Lower Oxford, Upper Oxford, and West Nottingham Townships, and Oxford Borough.

This project will advance the following goals of the Plan

The Comprehensive Plan identifies the Property as falling within the "Agricultural Lands" category of the Existing

and Future Land Use Plan (Figures 5-A and 5-G). The Land Use Plan encourages the Township to:
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Preserve and Promote Agriculture
'Agriculture is the primary land use in the Region and the common thread that links the Region's past with its
desired future. The preservation of agricultural resources, the agricultural industry, and the associated way-of-life
is a priority for the Region."

The project furthers the following goals and objectives from the Comprehensive Plan:

Chapter 5: Land Use Goal
Provide for orderly growth and development by idenfirying regional and local centers for growth; ensuring
compatibility between present and future land uses; and establishing a balance between growth, transportation,
and the protection of resources that define the Region's rural character. (p. 5-1)

Chapter 10: Open Space Goal
Permanently protect, provide appropriate accessr and maintain or restore open space lands through conservation
easement and regulation to provide economic, ecological, public health, and quality-of-life benefits. (p. 10-1)

Chapter 11: Agricultural Resources Goal
Promote environmentally and economically sustainable agriculture and the Region's agrarian character through the
protection of the farming industry, conservation of agricultural soils, and the recognition of agriculture as a viable
land use. (p. 11-1)

Chapter 12: Natural Resources Goal
Protect, restore, and maintain natural resource features and landscapes to sustain the Region's economy, maintain
watersheds, ecosystems, and public health, and to continue its rural character and quality-oFlife. (p. 12-1)

Chapter 14: Scenic Resources Goal
ldentiff, protect, and maintain the integrity of scenic resources that provide the rural character and cultural feel of
the Region. (p. 1a-1)

Chapter 15: Recreation Resources Goal
Promote the establishment of, and the programming for, as safe, functioning, walkable, and well-maintained
network of public parks, recreation conidors, and recreation and pedestrian facilities that maintain and improve the
physical health, economy, and rural quality-of-life for residents of the Region (p. 1s-1)

Plan # 2

Title: Comprehensive Plan of New London Township

Hlgh Priority: No

Date: 613012014 1 2:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 2-1, 2-3, 27

Has LinUUpload: Yes

Description:

This project advances New London's goals to maintain the rural character of the township, and advances the
following goals of the Comprehensive Plan:
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Environmental Resource Protection-Goal 1

Conserve and protect the sensitive natural resouroes within New London Township by regulating to the extent
necessary, activities that could result in damage to or deslruction of those resources. The soil, water, scenic, biotic
and open space resources found throughout the community are finite, not replaceable and subject to loss or
degradation if adequate stewardship is not exercised. (p. 2-3)

Open Space.C'oal2

Regulate the location, magnitude and intensity of all gpes of development in order to minimize the loss of open
space. Encourage the preservation of open space by limiting the encroachment of future development in or near
environmentally sensitive areas. (p. 2-3)

Land Use-Goal3

Strengthen the rural and agricultural characteristics which define the new London Township community by planning

for, a@ommodating and managing the use of land in the future in a manner which is consistent with past and
present land uses. (p.2-3\

Recreation Lands and Facilities-Goal 8

Provide diverse recreational opportunities for all residents, including the disabled, within the constraints of available
ftscal resources. (p. 2-7)

Historic and Cultural Resources-Goal 9

Acknowledge and emphasize the value and importance of the cultural heritage of the community and protect

historic resources from encroachment of incompatible land uses. (p. 2-7)

Plan # 3

Title: Elk Creeks Watershed Conservation Plan

High Priority: Yes

Date: 3/1512003 12:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 4042, 43, 47, Maps pp. 51 - 57

Has LinUUpload: Yes

Description:

Elk Creeks is listed on the DCNR Rivers Registry (March 15, 2003) because it meets or exceeds minimum
standards in the Rivers Conservation Planning Program. The Elk Creeks Watershed Conseruation P/an discusses

in depth numerous natural resource conservation and other objectives that would be advanced by this project,

including:

Strategy 1: Protect and Preserve Natural and Cultural Resources and Farmland (pp. 4042)
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B. Establish Natural Areas Networks as priority networks for natural areas and corridors for protection to support
the Elk Creeks Watershed's diversity of native plants and wildlife (p. 42)

lnitiative should involve direct conservation techniques such as acquisition of land or conservation easements (p.
421

Strategy 2: Conduct Education and Outreach (p.43)

Strategy 4: Continue Research and analysis needed to enhance water conservation (p. 47)

shategy 5: continue and Initiate Grassroots stewardship lnitiatives (p.47)

The natural resources of the Strawbridge property are shown as priorities for conservation on numerous maps of
the Plan including:

Targeted Parcels (p. 51)

Water Quality Designations (p. 52)

Soils (p. 53)

National Wetlands lnventory & Hydric Soils (p. 54)

Biodiversity (p. 55)

1990 Land Use and Proposed Core Reserues (p. 56)

Riparian Buffers (p. 57)

Plan #4
Titfe: Chesapeake Watershed Agreement 2014
High Priority: No

Date: 6/16/2014 12:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages:5, 9, 11, 12

Has LinUUpload: Yes

Description:

This agreement was signed by the Chesapeake Executive Council (including then-PA Govemor Tom Corbett) to
restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay. This project is consistent with numerous goals from the Agreement,
including:

Vital Habitats Goal: Restore, enhance, and protect a network of land and water habitats to support fish and wildlife,
and to afford other public benefits, including water quality, recreational uses and scenic value across the
watershed. (p.5)
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Healthy Watersheds Goal: Sustain state-identified healthy waters and watersheds recognized for their high quality
and/or ecological value. (p, 9)

Land Conservation Goal: Conserve landscapes treasured by citizens in order to maintain water quality and habitat;

sustain working forests, farms and maritime communities; and conserve lands of cultural indigenous and
community value. (p. 11)

Public Access Goal: Expand public access to the Bay and its tributaries through existing and new local, state, and
federal parks, refuges, reseryes, kails and partner sites. (p. 12)

Plan # 5

Title: Landscapes2: Bringing Growth and Preservation Together for Chester County

High Priority: No

Date: 1111912009 12:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 26,32,44,54,66, 80,82,86, 88

Has Link/Upload: Yes

Description:

The Strawbridge property falls within the "Rural Area' (a subcategory of the Rural Resource Area) and in the

Livable Landscapes Map of Landscapes 2 the Comprehensive Policy Plan Element of Chester County,

Pennsylvania.. The Map "provides a guide for accommodating expected future growth while maintaining the quality

of life in the County" (p. 26). The Plan states, "Rural Resource Areas contain important agricultural, environmental,

and scenic resources that contribute to the traditional rural character of Chester County" (p. 32).

This project advances the following Landscapes2 policies:

LU 1.5 Encourage protection of the rural and agricultural landscapes as designated rural resource areas (p. 44).

LU 6.1 Encourage land use decisions and development design that protect the natural resources (p. 54).

LU 6.4 Protect and enhance ground water recharge, in-stream resources, first order perennial streams, sensitive

resources (including high quality and exceptional value watersheds), and riparian buffers to preserve water quali$
and quanti$ (p. 54).

NR 1.2 Protect, enhance and restore wooded or vegetated steep slopes to protect soil stability and reduce flooding

(p.62).

NR 1.3 Protect hydric and environmentally sensitive soils from disturbance and development (p. 62).

NR 3.2 Protect the recharge, quantity, and quality of ground water in order to sustain streams, wetlands, and water
supplies (p.66).

NR 3.3 Protect, enhance and restore stream channels, base flows, and water quality to sustain aquatic habitats

and ensure a reliable water supply (p. 66).

Page 13 - Printed at51812017 9:07:47 AM by Blaine Phillips (STRAI TBRIDGE&TCF16)

Rec'd by Rep. John Lawrence 3/25/25 in response 
 to 11/25/24 DCNR Right To Know Request



w pennsytvania
tr\

Ct....'MONWEALTH OF PEN NSYLVANIA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

4
DC...r Grants Customer Service Center

140G326-7734
OEPABIMENT OF CONSEryANON
ANO NATUMT RESOURCES

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Proiect Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

Ilate Submittedl. 417 12017 3:53:55 PM

NR 3.4 Protect, enhance and restore headwaters, first order streams, and their buffers, to maintain adequate water
quality and quantity throughout the watershed (p. 66).

NR 3.6 Protect and enhance state-designated sensitive aquatic habitats (p. 66).

OSG 1.2 Promote play, organized sports, and active recreation in municipaland neighborhood parks, and promote
passive recreation and resource preservation in county parks, and other large-scale facilities (p.80)

OSG 2.1 Encourage the protection of open space to preserve cultural, historic, water, and other natural resources,
including cultivated farmland soils (p. 82).

OSG 4.3 Encourage open space preservation that links and expands existing areas of protected open space (p.
86).

OSG 5.1 Encourage efforts to protect open space through easement, in-fee acquisition, municipal ordinances, and
other innovative techniques (p. 88).

Plan # 6

Title: Watersheds: An lntegrated Water Resources Plan for Chester County, Pennsylvania and its Watersheds
High Priority: No

Date: 9117 12002 1 2:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 75, 78, 84

Has LinUUpload: Yes

Description:

Watersheds is a functional element of the County's comprehensive policy plan. This project is consistent with the
following objectives from Watersheds:

Goal2: Enhance water-based recreational and cultural resources (p. 75).

Goal 3: Preserve natural resources (p. 7S).

Goal4: lmprove water quality (p.75).

Goal 5: Reduce stormwater runoff and flooding (p.7S).

Objective 3-1: Protect and enhance groundwater recharge and qualig (p. Z8).

Obiective 3-3: Protect and enhance first order perennial streams to recognize their vulnerability to low streamflows
and water quality impairments (p. 78).

Objective 34: Protect and enhance streams supporting "sensitive resourcesn to recognize their vulnerability to low
stream flows and water qualig impairments (p. 78).
"Sensitive resources" as used in Watersheds include:
Exceptional Value watersheds and High Quality streams as designated by Pennsylvania.
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lnstream sources of community water supplies and reservoirs.
State-designated water-based habitats-including State Verified Naturally Reproducing Trout Waters, Class A Wild
Trout Waters, 'cold water fishes" waters, and sites identified in PNDI.

Objective 3€: Create and enhance a network of protected forested riparian buffers along ponds, lakes, wetlands,
and baseflow-fed perennial and intermittent streams to protect water bodies from erosion and pollutants, to provide

infiltration, to stabilize stream channel processes, and to provide shading, food and habitat for species (p. 78).

Objective 3-8: Prioritize riparian buffers, 100-year floodplains, ftrst order streams and their drainage areas, and
wellhead protection areas for land and/or woodland preservation efforts to protect ground water recharge and water
quality of ground water and streams, and to provide for safe conveyance of flood flows and natural migration of
stream channels (p. 78).

Objective 4-1: Achieve state designated use water quality standards in all streams (p. 82).

Objective 44: Reduce or eliminate movement of sediment from lands into streams to conserve the soils resour@s

and reduce instream siltation and pollutants (p. 82).

Objective 4-8: Protect groundwater from all contamination sources (p. 82).

Objective 5€: Protect 100-year floodplains from development to allow unimpeded passage of flood flows (p. 84).

Plan # 7

Title: Linking Landscapes: A Plan for the Protected Open Space Network in Chester County, PA

High Priority: Yes

Date: 212612002 1 2:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 2.3,5.12,12.11, 14.13, 19.47

Has LinUUpload: Yes

Description:

The Strawbridge property is also identified in Linking Landscapes as falling within the Big Elk Creek Regional

Recreation Corridor (p 12. 1 1 ). This corridor is described as extending from the Maryland State border, up Big Elk

Creek, and from there up the West Branch of Big Elk Creek to the Oxford-Avondale RegionalTrail Corridor. lt links

with three other corridors and forms a part of Potential Trail Loop "K". The primary purpose of this Corridor is to
provide the communities on Southern Chester County with access to the Fair Hill Natural Resources Management

Area located on Cecil Coung, Maryland, adjacent to Pennsylvania. This project would advance this speciflc vision.

This project advances many of the 292 vision items from Linking Landscapes, including the following:

1.4 Natural Landscapes Objective - Restrict development in areas with significant natural resources, including

stream corridors, woodlands, wetlands, groundwater recharge areas, steep slopes, and ridge tops (p. 2.3).

2.1 Natural Resources Objective - Achieve and sustain a high-quality natural resource system to protect public

health and safety, and support and protect a diversity of ecosystems (p. 2.3).
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2.2 Scenic Resources Obiective - Conserve and enhance scenic resources that reflect the County's natural and
cultural heritage (p. 2.3).

5.1 1 Properties that contain regionally significant water resources, such as
floodplains, large wetland complexes, riparian buffers and buffers surrounding water bodies, should be protected as
open space (p. 5.12).

14.12 Existing scenic viewsheds and significant cultural resource sites seen from nearby roadways should be
protected as open space to the greatest extent possible (p. 14.13).

1 9.23 5,000 acres of open space should be protected annually in Chester County (p. 19.47).
Plan # 8

Title: Connections: The Regional Plan for a Sustainable Future
High Priority: No

Date: 7 12312009 1 2:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 40, 41,42
Has Link/Upload: Yes

Deseription:

This Plan, developed by the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC), is a bluep1nt for the future
growth and development of the Greater Philadelphia region through 203s.

The Plan identifies Greenspace Network areas "where parks, forests, meadows, stream corridors, and floodplains
are joined together in an interconnected system" (p. 41).

lmportantly, the Strawbridge properly is designated as part of two areas designated "Greenspace Network" -
specifically the serpentine Barrens and the Big Elk creek conidors. (pp. 40,42)
Plan # 9

Title: The Economic Value of Protected open space in southeastern pennsylvania

High Priority: No

Date: 113112011 12:00:00 AM

Relevant Pages: 3,26, 44

Has LinUUpload: Yes

Description:

This study commissioned by the GreenSpace Alliance and the Delaware Valley Regional planning Commission,
quantifies the many ways in which open space saves money and supports the economy. According to the study,
protected open space yields a financial benefit of approximately $16.3 billion for southeastern pennsylvania,s
homeowners' "Protected open space in the five+ounty region contributes an estimated $132.S million in annual
cost savings and economic benefits through the provision of six ecosystem services: water supply, water quality,
flood mitigation, wildlife habitat, air pollution removal, and the sequestration of carbon in yearly growth of trees on
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protected open space" (p.3).

All six of these ecosystem services and resulting economic benefits will be provided by this project. Annual benefits
include the following cost savings: $61.1 million from continuous recharge of the water supply and natural filtration
to improve water qualig; $37 million from natural flood mitigation services; and $17 million from air pollution

removal and carbon sequestration services provided by trees (pg. 26).

Protected open space also provides $577 million annually to residents who participate in recreational activities (p.

44). This project will yield economic health-related benefits to those who participate in recreation on the Property,

and will yield economic benefits to the local communities fiom visitors who use area amenities.

Plan # 10

Title: Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan

High Priority: Yes

Date: 2l'l 512006 1 2:00:00 AM

Ref evant Pages: 2-3, 2-7, 2-8, 2-9, 2-10, 2-1 1, 5-2, 9-3

Has LinMJpload: Yes

Description:

The Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan includes the Strawbridge property as a worthy candidate to be
permanently preserved. (p.9-3)

The Plan identifies the Strawbridge property as falling within the "Rural Resource Area" and "Natural Resource

Protection Area" on the Future Land Use Plan. (Figure 5-2)

The project advances numerous Goals and Objectives of the Plan, including the following:

Goal(p.2-3):

2.0 Preserve, protect, and promote the rural character and landscape of Franklin Township

2.3 Designate areas to remain undeveloped.

2.6 Designate large acre zoning districts to promote agricultural and equestrian-related land uses.

2.8 Encourage land to be used for equestrian activities

Goal(p.2-7)

6.0 Preserve farmland and conserve prime agricultural soils to preserve the character of the Township

6.7 Capitalize on Proximity to Fair Hill by keeping parcels in horseoriented activities.

Goal(p.2-8)
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7.0 Protect and restore natural resources such as woodlands, woodland interiors, wetlands, hydric soils,
waterways, wildlife habitats, meadows, steep slopes, and groundwater

7.3 Preserve natural resources to enhance water quality, air quality, and quality of life.

7.6 Discourage the disruption of interior woodlands, expand riparian buffer zones and encourage reforestation
along wateruays.

7.8 Promote long-term natural resource conservation to: reduce the impact on wildlife habitats; provide for wildlife
conidors to help maintain biodiversity; and to prepare ordinances to maintain large areas of land/forest where
wildlife habitats are protected.

Goal(p.2-9)

8.0 Protect historic and cultural resources for the enjoyment and benefit of all Franklin Township residents, and
future residents.

8.6 Protect scenic vistas, scenic roads, stream corridors, and scenic landscapes from adverse visual impacts

Goal(p.2-10)

9.0 Maintain and enhance parks and recreational facilities to promote and facilitate healthy lifestyles among
residents of all ages.

9.11 Encourage community use of the parks by sponsorship if educational programs or events.

Goal (p.2-11)

10.0 Maintain and expand the system of equestrian, walking, hiking and biking trails that provides access to
streams and woodlands and that connect parks and recreational access.

10.1 Enhance the communi$ by linkage trails-for walking, hiking, horseback riding, biking.

3. The Department is a strong proponent of green/sustainable parks, trails, recreation facilities, and
conseruation areas.

The fee simple acquisition of the Strawbridge property (Property), if successful, will be achieved by The
Conservation Fund. Ultimately, the property will be transferred to the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources (DCNR) to own and manage for public passive recreation, greenspace enjoyment and protection,
natural resource conservation, and connecting people to nature, in a sustainable manner. The Proper$ is rural and
natural, and incorporates and protects water - specifically, the Big Elk Creek and its tributaries.

The acquisition of the Property would enable it to become part ol and to be managed in accordance with, the

Page 18 - Printed atsl8l2017 9:07:47 AM by Blaine Phillips (STRAWBRIDGE&TCFI6)

Rec'd by Rep. John Lawrence 3/25/25 in response 
 to 11/25/24 DCNR Right To Know Request



pennsytvania C. .MONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
Application Submission for Grant Funds

/^\
D. t Grants Customer Service Center

t80a-326-7734
DEPABTMET{T OF COI.ISERVATION
AND NAruRAT RESOUNCES

Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
Grant Opportunity: Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

Date Submitted: 417 f2017 3:53:55 PM

adjoining White Clay Creek Preserve's management protocol, which involves low-impact public recreation. This will
afford protection and sustainability of the property's natural resources including woodlands, riparian buffers, steep
slopes, water resources, teneslrial and aquatic habitats for plants and animals, etc. New trails could be designed lo
be low-impact to protect these important natural resources and to avoid conflicts with the most sensitive species
habitats and topography. Elk Township holds an easement on, and manages, the Springlawn Trail (2.25 miles of an
old gravel road). The trail easement can easily be managed in cooperation with the Commonwealth's use of the
Property.

The management of the Property in this sustrainable manner would enable people in the area, many of whom live in
newer, sprawling developments with perfect lawns, to be more closely connected to nature. Environmental
stewardship messaging could be made part of the management plan.

Currently, a portion of the Property is farmed for crops, and best managemenl practices, including contour farming,
are being implemented. This also helps to ensure the sustainability of the property's natural resources, including
so_ib, and llelps. to prqlqct the waters of the Big Elk Creek and the Chesapeake Bay

4. The Qeparlment,is'a strong

the proposed ievel aCcggs.

The acquisition of the Strawbridge property (Property) will create an expanded area of public parkland spanning two
states, two counties, and three townships in a critical watershed that drains to the Chesapeake Bay. This project will
help continue to create a major regional public recreation area.

The former Old Springlawn Road, which runs through the Property, has been converted to a public trail held and
managed by Elk Township. Extensive views of the Property are afforded ftom this 2.25 mile trail along Big Elk Creek,
which allows for walking, vioring, hiking, bicycling, bird watching, and horseback riding.

This Property, if the proiect is successful, is anticipated to become part of the White Clay Creek Preserve Big Elk

Creek Section. Passive public recreation, including hiking, running, bird-watching, etc. presumably will be part of the
Commonwealth's ultimate management plan for the Property. Current recreational activities in the White Clay
Creek Preserve Big Elk Creek Section also include state park hunling. lt is anticipated that the activities permitted in

the existing Big Elk Creek Section would also be permitted in the enlarged Preserve afforded by the acquisition and
preservation of this Property.

Benefits will result to a wide public of all ages, backgrounds, and abilities, from access to activities in a beautiful,
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expansively rural and natural setting in a rapidly developing area. This access to recreation will provide significant
health benefits-both physical and mental, nature education opportunities, and will provide economic benefits to the
region.

5. Explain how your project will implement the recommendations in Natural Connections, the new 2014-
2019 PA Outdoor Recreation Plan (paoutdoorrecplan.com). To receive points, you must give a detailed
explanation as to howyour project will implement the plan for each recommendation relevant to your
project.

Health & Wellness Priority Areas
1. Reconnect people to the outdoors through recreation opportunities and experiences.
The acquisition of the Strawbridge property (Property) will create a uniquely large, expanded area for recreational
opportunities and outdoor enjoyment in rapidly-growing southeastern Chester County and nearby Maryland and
Delaware. lt will allow connections to other adjacent preserved lands and opportunities for nature programs for
children and adults such as those already operated in Fair Hill Natural Resource Area in Maryland and the
Delaware White Clay Creek State Park. Because the Property will become part of the Pennsylvania White Clay
Creek Preserve, which is adjacent to Fair Hill, this acquisition affords the opportunity to present programs to
celebrate Get Outdoors PA annually, and to support programs and activities sponsored by the State of Maryland.
As the Property is located in three Pennsylvania municipalities, preservation will afford the townships the ability to
actively encourage their residents to participate in outdoor activities and further goals and objectives in the local
comprehensive plans. The Property is also located within the boundaries of both the Oxford Area School District
and the Avon Grove School District, and preservation will enable the districts to incorporate local outdoor activities
into their curricula.

2' Continue to strengthen connections between outdoor recreation and heatth in communities for people of
all ages and abilities.
By protecting and allowing public access to the Strawbridge property (Property), people of all ages and abilities will
be able to appreciate the wide diversity of natural resources and opportunities that this property affords. A property
such as this encourages all to enjoy the views, socialize, and exercise. ln March of 2016, it was announced that
Chester County once again was ranked overall as the healthiest county in Pennsylvania according to a study
released by the University of Wisconsin and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The study placed Chester
County at the top of the Health Outcomes Category, relating to length and quality of life, and number two in Health
Factors which include health behaviors, clinical care, social and economic factors, and physical environment.
As Pennsylvanra's Stafewde Comprehensive audoor Recreation Plan 204-2019 states, "spending time in parks,
natural areas and open space is associated with favorable physiological and mental health outcomes."

Several senior living communities are nearby and could take advantage of the Property by providing trips to enable
their residents to enjoy nature and the health benefits that just getting outdoors and enjoying nature and views
provide.
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Public and private schools in the area, including those in Oxford, Avon Grove, Cecil County (MD) and Newark (DE)
could conduct field trips to provide nature education for all children enrolled.

The Property will offer volunteer opportunities for citizens of all age groups and abilities including: leading nature
walks to identiS plants and wildlife, providing education in bicycle and equestrian safety, forming walking and hiking
groups, and promoting generation-spanning family activities.

3. Examine the built environment and encourage local communites to promote healthful transpoflation
altematives.

4. Enhance and promote healthful outdoor recreation through strategic partnerships with the health care
community.

The acquisition of the Strawbridge property will offer the opportuni$ to afford partnerships with the healthcare
communig, as it is within a 10-mile radius of the Jennersville Regional Hospital and Jennersville YMCA.

Local Parks & Recreation Priority Areas

l. Connect citizens to close-to-home recreational opportunities and green space.

The acquisition of the Strawbridge property (Property), because of its size and scope, will provide close-to-home
recreational opportunities and an expanded area of protected green space for citizens of three Pennsylvania
municipalities (Elk, Franklin, and New London Townships) and three states (Pennsylvania, Delaware, and
Maryland). The natural resources and recreation opportunities will appeal to residents of all age groups and
abilities. The preservation of the Property will advance the goals and priorities set forth in local comprehensive
plans such as the Oxford Region Multimunicipal Comprchensive Plan,lhe Comprchensive Plan of New London

Township, and the Fnnklin Township Comprehensive Plan (which specifically mentions the Strawbridge Tract as a

worthy candidate to be preserved (p. 9-3). The localjob opportunities attract a diverse population, which will enable

the Commonwealth to conduct surveys to explore the recreation needs of a variety of cultural groups.

2. Position local park facilities and recreatlon programs as essential services.

3. Create and leverage partnerships that expand outdoor rccreation opportunities.

The acquisition of the Strawbridge properly can create and leverage partnerships with local communities and

adjacent states (Delaware and Maryland) to expand recreational opportunities.

4. Coordinate strategic investment in local priorities and respond to emerging trends.

5. Provide expanded parks and recreation technical assistance to communities.

The acquisition of the Strawbridge property will expand the existing White Clay Creek Preserve Big Elk Creek

Section by almost 1,000 acres. lt could provide recreational technical assistance to the local communities it spans.

Tourism & Economic Development Prlorlty Areas

1. Organize and market outdoor recreation and heritage tourism assets and amenities more effectively.

Spanning multiple jurisdictions as it does, the acquisition of the Strawbridge properly will help create a great

opportunity for cooperatively marketing the area's extensive recreational and heritage resources.

2. Develop and implement a plan for communicating the economic and community benefits of outdoor
recreation, heritage tourism, and land conseruation.
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3. lncrease access to business development resources and incentives for small tourism and outdoor
recreation businesses and entrepreneurs.

4. Use new and existing research to document the economic benefits of outdoor recreation, heritage
tourism, and land conservation.

Resource Management & Stewardship Priority Areas
l.Gonserve and protect Pennsylvania's natural places.

Pennsylvania's Stafewde Comprehensive Outdoor Recrcation PIan 2014-2019 states that "for the hundreds of
thousands of acres Pennsylvania has preserved, it is estimated that nearly 3OO acres are lost to development every
day" (p. 69). With the acquisition of the Strawbridge property (Property), almost 1,000 acres supporting a wide
diversity of natural resources will be protected. The natural resources on the Property include more than 7 miles of
Big Elk Creek and 'lst through 4th order tributaries, floodplain, mature and young woodlands, wooded riparian
conidors, grassland, moderate (15-25o/ol and steep (25o/o and greater) slopes, Prime Farmland Soils and Soils of
Statewide lmportance.

A variety of indirect public benefits will be realized by the acquisition of this property including: protection of land
falling within the boundaries of a Core Habitat identified in the Chester County Natural Heritage lnventory (CNHI)
as the Big Elk Creek Area. The description of this Natural Heritage Area of Regional Significance Rank notes that a
diversity of habitats supports eleven plant species of concern and three sensitive species of concem; protection of
the viewshed sunounding Big Elk Greek; protection of the public scenic views; protection of Prime Farmland Soils
and Soils of Statewide lmportance; protection of young and mature woodlands; protection of the 7 miles of Big Elk
Creek and its tributaries that flow on the Property; and protection of the moderate and steep slopes on the
Property.

The acquisition of the Property will create the opportunity for state agencies, especially DCNR, to brge
partnerships with volunteerwatershed organizations, including the Elk Greeks Watershed Association and the
Friends of the Vvhite Clay Creek, and local municipalities to update and implement the E k Creeks Waterched
Conseruation Plan.

2. Maintain existing park, trail and recreation areas, and prioritize other infrastructure needs.
The acquisition of the Strawbridge property (Property) would expand and hetp maintain the existing Write Clay
Creek Preserve Big Elk Creek Section and the Springlawn Trail along the Big Elk Creek. The existing trail will be
included within the new section of the Preserve.

The addition of the Property to the extensive adjacent area already preserved could facilitate prioritization of public
recreation infrastructure needs for the Write Clay Creek Preserve Big Elk Creek Section.

The acquisition would provide the opportunity to coordinate with local, state and heritage organizations to develop
management and improvement plans that incorporate strategies for managing the many Elk Greeks area historic
and cultural resources. Please see Flk Creeks Watershed Conseruation Plan, pp.31-35.
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3. Cultivate suppoft to protect wildlife and fish habitat through wildlife viewing, fishing, and hunting.

By providing additional opportunities to appreciate nature, provide for nature-related educational programs, and to
fish and hunt close to population centers, the acquisition of the Strawbridge property could help cultivate regional
and state support to protect wildlife and fish habitat.

4. Develop and implement shale-gas best practices for recreation and pursue new recreation opportunities.

Funding & Financial Stability Priority Areas

1. Ensure the continued stability and permanence of existing state and federal conservation and recreation
funding sources.

2. Foster use of new revenue sources in support of recreation and conservation.

3. Prioritize the use of federal LWCF funds that come to Pennsylvania over the next five years.

6. The Department is a strong proponent of public involvement in all funded projects. Describe in detail how
the public has been and/or will be engaged in the planning, design, implementation, long-term maintenance'
and/or stewardship of your project (i.e. - public meetings, press releases, volunteer days, etc.).

The fee simple acquisition of the Strawbridge property (Property) will be achieved by the Conservation Fund.

Ultimately, the Property will be transferred to the Pennsylvania department of Conservation and Natural Resources

(DCNR) to own and manage for public recreation and enjoyment, becoming part of the Commonwealth-owned White

Clay Creek Preserve Big Elk Creek Section. PA DCNR could engage the public in planning for the uses and

activities on the Property.

7. ldentify all Partners (financial, technical assistance, or general support) involved in your project.

Partner # 1

Partner Organization: PA-DCNR

Type of Partners:

- Financial

- General Support

Has Upload: Yes

Description:

PA-DCNR's financial and general support is important because "Pennsylvanians feel strongly about protecting their

natural resources and support conservation-related funding priorities, such as acquiring and protecting open space,
protecting wildlife and fish habitat and restoring damaged rivers and streams."(Pennsylvania's Statewide

Comprehensive Outdoor Recrcation Plan 2014-2019 p. 29).

Vr/ith the beginning date of January 20, 2017, DCNR and The Conservation Fund entered into a grant contract for

$1,000,000.00 for the acquisition of the Strawbridge property.
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Pailner # 2

Partner Organization: Chester County

Type of Partners:

- Financial

- GeneralSupport

Has Upload: Yes

Description:

The County of Cheste/s financial and general support is important because the Strawbridge property is in the
county, and the elected officials and residents support the acquisition. The threat of development is truly a concern
for residents of Chester County. ln 2013, a mail survey was conducted on behalf of the Chester County
Commissioners, and it was determined that open space, scenery, and rural areas were most prized by residents.
ln Aprilof 2016, the Commissioners and The Conservation Fund entered into a grant contract for $5,000,000.00 to
be paid in instiallments for three consecutive years. The contract will terminate in April of 201g.
Partnsr # 3

Partnsr Organization: Elk Township, Chester County
Type of Partnens:

- General Support

Has Upload: Yes

Description:

Elk Township's general support is important because a portion of the Strawbridge property (property) is in the
township, and the elected officials and residents support the acquisition. The Property contains the 2.25-mile
Springlawn Trail held and managed by the township, is adjacent to the White Clay Cieek preserve Big Elk Creek
Section, and also to 87.6-acres of preserved farmland eased through the Chestei County Agricultural Land
Preservation Board.

Partner # 4

Paftner Organization: Franklin Township, Chester County
Type of Partners:
- General Support

Has Upload: Yes

Description:

Franklin Township's general support is important because a portion of the Strawbridge property (property) is in the
township, and the elected officials and residents support the acquisition. The Property is specifically mentioneO in
the Franklin Torvnship Comprehensive Plan as a worthy candidate to be preserved (p. 9-3). The pioperty is
adiacent to other public lands in Franklin Township including the White Clay Creek Preserve Big Elk Crelk Section,
the 222-acre Natural Lands Trust Peacedale Preserve, and also to 34.7-acres of preserved farmland eased
through the Chester County Agricultural Land preservation Board.
Partner# 5
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Partner Organization: New London Township, Chester County

Type of Paftnerc:

- General Support

Has Upload: Yes

Description:

New London Township's general support is important because a portion of the Strawbridge property (Property) is in

the township, and the elected officials and residents support the acquisition. The Property is adjacent lo'116.2'
acres of preserved farmland eased through the Chester Coung Agricultural Land Preservation Board.

Partner # 6

Paftner Organization: The Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Type of Padnerc:

- General Support

Has Upload: Yes

Description:
The Chesapeake Bay Foundation's general support is important because the Big Elk Creek, which flows through

the Strawbridge property, is within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. The Ghesapeake Bay and its tributaries are

truly a nationaltreasure. Founded in 1967, the Chesapeake Bay Foundation is the largest independent

conservation organization dedicated sotely to saving the Bay.

Partner # 7

Paftner Organization: Elk Creeks Watershed Association

Type of Partners:

- General Support

Has Upload: Yes

Description:

The Elk Creeks Watershed Association's general support is important because more than 7 miles of the Big Elk

Creek and 1st through 4th order tributaries flow through the Strawbridge property. The Elk Creeks Watershed

Association is a non-profit, votunteer organization commifted to maintaining and improving the quality of fie natural

environment in the drainage areas of lhe Big and Little Elk Creeks.

Partner # 8

Partner Organization: Friends of \Mite Clay Creek Preserve

Type of Partnens:

- General Support

Has Upload: Yes

Description:

The Friends of \lilhite Clay Creek Preserye's general support is important because the Strawbridge property is

adjacent to the Write Clay Creek Preserve Big Elk Creek Section, and through this acquisition will become part of
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it. The Friends of Wtite Clay Creek Preserve is dedicated to supporting and promoting the natural and cultural
resources of the Vftite Clay Creek Valley.

Partner # 9

Partner Organization: Brandywine Conservancy

Type of Partnerc:

- GeneralSupport

Has Upload: Yes

Description:

The Brandywine Conservancy's general support is important because it owns lands in fee simple, holds
conservation easements, and has facilitated protection on rnore than 63,000 acres, most of which is in Chester
County. The Strawbridge property has long been considered to be worthy of protection. Founded in 1967, the
Brandywine Conservancy is a leading local and national advocate for responsible land use, open spaoe
preservation, and water protection.

Partner # l0
Partner Organization: Mt. Cuba Center

Type of Padners:

- GeneralSupport

Has Upload: Yes

Description:

The Mt. Cuba Center's general support is important because it has a commitment to protect the habitats that
sustain native plants. The Strawbridge property supports eleven plant species of concern and three sensitive
species of concern. The Mt. Cuba Center is a non-profit horticultural institute in Greenville, Delaware for education,
research, and display of plants native to the Appalachian Piedmont Region. The Center is active in supporting land
preservation in Chester County, PA and New Castle County, DE.

8. The Department requircs that the site be ploperly maintained, kept in reasonable repair, and open and
accessible to the publlc throughout its useful llfe, For equipment purchases, the Departrhent reqlires that
the equipmgnt be properly maintained and kept in reasonable repair throughout its useful life. please
describe your strategy to operate, maintain, andlor provide sterrvaidship to your project.

The fee simple acquisition of the Strawbridge property (Property) will be achieved by the Conservation Fund.
Ultimately, the Property will be transferred to the Pennsylvania department of Conservation and Natural Resources
(DCNR) to own and manage as part of the Commonwealth-owned \Mrite Clay Creek Preserve Big Elk Creek
Section.

Cunently, several areas of the Property are being farmed under the protection of three progressive Soil
Conservation Plans utilizing the standards of the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service for Best
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Project Budget Details

Cash Costs

Contracted/Professional Services
Contracted Professional Service Tasks Estimated Cost

Title lnsurance $40,000.00

Survey $15,000.00

Appraisal $1S,92S.00

Consultant $7,575.00

Phase 1 Study $6,500.00

$8s,000.00

Land/Easement Purchase Cash Costs
Description of Costs Number of Acres Total Cash Cost

Acquisition Funds 982.60 $15,215,000.00

$1s,21 5,000.00

Non-Cash Costs

Donated Land Value
Description of Property Total Value

Landowner Donation $1,000,000.00

$1,000,000.00
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Amount

Cash Amount Secured $5,000,000.00

Non-Cash Amount Secured $0.00

TotalSecured $5,000,000.00
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Prgject Match lnforUlatlon , 
,

Name of llatch Source qash Amount Pendlng (P) or Secur€d (S) Non-Cash Value Pendllg (P) or Sec.ured {S}

County of Chester $5,000,000.00 S N/A

Landowner Donation N/A $1,000,000.00 P

PA-DCNR $1,000,000.00 P N/A

Private Donations $5,300,000.00 P N/A

$11,300,000.00 $1,000,000.00 Total: $12,300,000.00

Amogn!

Cash Amount Pending $6,300,000.00

Non-Cash Amount Pending $1,000,000.00

TotalPending $7,300,000.00

Total Cash and Non-Cash $12,300,000.00

Match Percentage 75.460/o

(of Total Project Cost)
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Total

$85,000.00

DL
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Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title; Strawbridge 2

Grant Opportunity; Land Acquisition - Open Space; Critical Habitat; Recreation

Project Budget Summary

Cash Costs

s85,000.00

Non.Cash Values

$15,215,000.00 $15,215,000.00

s1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00

$15,300,000.00 (94%) $1,000,000.00 (6%) $16,300,000.00 (100%) TotalProject Cost

ProJect Totals Amount

Total Project Cost (Detailed Budget) $16,300,000.00

Total Project Match $12,300,000.00

DCNR Grant Request $4,000,000.00

Total Project Funding $16,300,000.00
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Agricultural Land Preservation Policy

ls the project site in active agricultural use (not lncluding the growing of timber)?
Yes

Has the project site been devoted to active agricultural use during the last three years?
Yes

ls the site considered "prime agricultural land" as defined in E.O. 2003-2?
Yes

Will the project cause an irrevercible convesion of "prime agricultural land"?
No

ls this the only feasible site available for the project?
Yes

Narrative explanation
The Strawbridge property is the only feasible site because it is uniquely situated adjacent to the Commonwealth's

V/hite Clay Creek Preserve Big Elk Creek Section, which in turn is adjacent to the Fair Hill Natural Resource

Management Area in Maryland, a national equestrian center. Preserving the Property would result in over 8,000

contiguous acres of public open space, including natural areas and farmed portions. lt is also adjacent to 238.5

acres of preserved farmland in 3 townships in PA.

Pennsylvania Natural Diversity lnventory (PND!) Receipt .

Pennsylvania Natural Diversity lnventory (PNDI) Receipt Uploaded?
Yes

Project Resolution

Appointed Title Senior Mce President, Mid-Atlantic Director

Resolution Uploaded?
Yes
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Project Attachments

Uploaded Prdect Files

r AppraisalReportsJppraisal-Strawbridge.pdf
o Conservation Plan (2 of 3).pdf
. Conservation Plan (3 of 3).pdf
o CountyMunicioalNotificationLetters_Notification Memos.pdf
o Grant Agreement Signature.pdf
. Locationl€therPropertyAgreements-Agreement of Sale-Strawbridge and TCF.odf
o Location 1 OtherPropertyAgreements Easement-Public Trail.odf
o Locationl-Propertylease LEASE.docx
r MaintenancePlan_Tract 471 9 Conservation Plan (Strawbridge).pdf
r Photos of Property.pdf
r P N Dl Receipt_PN D I project_receiplshawbrid ge_6 0 1 223_1 . pdf
r ProjectPartnerJ_Grant Award and Letter-PA DCNR.odf
o ProjectPartner_l0 Letter of Support-Mt. Cuba.pdf
r ProjectPartner-2-Grant Award and Letter of supoort-chester county ppp.pdf
o ProjectPartner_3_Letter of Su pport-Elk Town sh io. pdf
o ProjectPartner_4_Letter of Support-F ran klin Townsh ip. pdf
o ProiectPartnerj Lefter of Support-New London Township.pdf
o ProjectPadner_G_Letter of Support-Chesapeake Bay Foundation.pdf
o ProjectPartner ,7_Lefter of Support-Elk Creeks WA.pdf
o ProjectPartner_8_Lefter of Support-Friends of WC preserue.pdf
o ProjectPartner-9_Letter of Suooort-Brandlnvine Conservancy.pdf
o ProjectPlan_3_Comprehensive Plan of New London Townshio.odf
o ProjectSiteLocationMap_strawbridge location mao.odf. Prooerty Deed (1 of 2).pdf
o Property Deed € of 2).odf
r Resolution Executed Resolution (Strawbridge).pdf
o SalesAgreement-Agreement of Sale.strawbridge and TCF.pdf
o Strawbridge Preservation Priorities Map.pdf
e Strawbridoe Project Mao.odf
o Strawbridge Protected Lands Map.pdf
. Shawbridge Watershed Map.pdf
o SurveyOrTaxMap_strawbridge tax mao.odf

Authorized Representative

Title

Prefix

Firct Name

Senior Vice President, Real Estate, Mid-Atlantic Director

Mr.

Blaine
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Applicant Name: The Conservation Fund
Project Title: Strawbridge 2
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Middle lnitial

Last Name

Suffix

Address Line 1

Address Line 2

City

State

Zip Gode

Phone

Gell

Fax

Email

Phillips

T

Jr
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Project Title: Shra.r^r b;\d qc

Type: /Purcnase f]Easement

Budget:

Land Value orActual Purchase Price: $ r(r,er 5,ooo

Total Related Costs: $ 6g ,1 go

Grant Amount Requested, $-2,o oo,oc<2

Grant Amount Proposed: $_
Ineligible Costs: !"q.e

County: Lh'c>W

Project location/mu n icipality( s\: € r K;fr0', vI n 1

rotarAcre ase:962-v t#?.:;3J' --*'

hA

Donated Value: n yes Cno- $-
Match SourceslAmounts: I ? , 9o?, 1B c)

7t. 21o,..\:..s pe:.d",aa17.

3 rnl. Cr^bo. lrgoo$ I o'9c>
tclk- q 

I ztf rv ctvL"

J 3;r. 9-^-J sFryR\o1
Match Secure: M yes LJ no 2*r1

Appraisal Review:

Appraised Value: $-&-2r 5, a.=o

Does the appraised value match the budget?

Appraised Cost Per Acre: $_
f] no - Comments:/r."

Date of Appraisal: Zlrl t,, T*tr"iu
Appraisal Prepared for Grantee: pfyes f] no Certified General R.E. Appra isal:flyes n no

q1Uo"*R listed as intended user: n y"s dno lf no: letter received listing DCNR: n yes E no
.rrh*

^iftp',oing/lmprovement 

value separated: dr.rn n yes fl no - comments: 

-t-* Prime Farmtand:- dr." n no - Comments: 

-Public Access: n y"s fl no - Comments: _
Appraisal ns "before and aftef'easement values: E yes E no - Comments:_

Acres for public

it p,oA |o

lf acres differ why:

(if different from HPA): _Rec'd by Rep. John Lawrence 3/25/25 in response 
 to 11/25/24 DCNR Right To Know Request



Cr." ! dr,n"tno Format ! draftSales Agreement:

Comments:

Ownership/Location in Landscape:

Who ends up w/title to property/easement? ! Applicant COtn"r - 65P

Property adjacent to' /st.te Park E state Forest D Game Land n clt ! Trail

dPreviously funded preserve or other large landscape - \rJ\t.\c Ctq Uctl- Qlslarla

Unusual Conditions or Features:

/
PNDI Receipt: EIy"t ! no

Z lmpacts/Avoidance or Conservation Measures - Comments: 

-! tto lmpacts ttstrur: - (lol+ati"-[ o"+eL+

triB ' (ck^kti-g -rr1s+c-k

D 0 f'r Q- /--oa( ' $,t{ast'L' c

Part I Comments: _

Review Meeting Notes:

LoY\\ r5 i\'!li.i.h.':- -1-

Rec'd by Rep. John Lawrence 3/25/25 in response 
 to 11/25/24 DCNR Right To Know Request



N11 ( LII},.\,t4 ( ENl-l :li

September 21,2016

Mr. Blaine Phillips, Jr.

Senior Vice President
The Conservation Fund

Dear Blaine,

I am pleased to inform you that the Board of Managers of Mt. Cuba Center, lnc.
has unanimously approved a grant to The Conservation Fund in the amount of
56,500,000.00 to be payable over a three year period beginnlng in 2017. These
funds are to be used to fund the purchase of the George Strawbridge ll property
and are contingent upon The Conservation Fund's ability to secure the balance of
the purchase price from other grantors.

The Board is happy to be able to provide this support for such a worthy cause and
passes along its best wishes for continued success in your conservation efforts.

Sincerely

Ann C. Rose

President

it\tr!frr:\ultttrrrlt,t r.'rrl . ji-tlit.ylt,. lrlril Rrl llr.r1i,.:55{,'.Lrl i.lrrj,t . -{i!.1 ,'i!.:J.t;

Rec'd by Rep. John Lawrence 3/25/25 in response 
 to 11/25/24 DCNR Right To Know Request




